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A THOROUGHLY DELIGHTED MILLIE. . .

It was a time for backslapping, handshaking
and reminiscing. . .that evening last fall when
Millie Alexander Thomas was showered with
much-deserved attention. You can read on
Page 16about theAppreciationDinner heldfor
this retired Southwestern registrar, who con
tinues togive alargeportionofher time to the
SouthwesternAlumniAssociation.
At right, she is shown as the camera caught
her duringthe event—
thankingthose who were
there to thank her, beaming withpride and ac
ceptingawatchfromfellowSWSUretireeFern
Lowman.
Elsewhere inthis issue ofEchoes, you'll find
reminders about the university's 1977 Home
coming Celebration on Oct. 14-15 and stories
about Dick Moore, Page 2; Dr. Morris Lamb
and the Southwestern Room, Page 4; Alvin
Alcorn, Page 5; Col. Jode Wilson, Page 9. . .to
name a few.
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Long-Time Prof Is
Retiring in Spring

GRANT HENDRIX

and administrators now at the
Weatherford university. He first
arrived oncampus as an instruct
or in 1942, and--except for a 2Viyear hitch in the Army during
World War ll--he has been here
ever since.
Noted around the campus for
his almost uncanny ability to re
pair anything, Hendrix noted that
he began developing the skill at a
veryearlyage. Amonghisearliest
remembrances is his father’s
blacksmith shop on the family
farm near Arapaho, where Hen
drixwasborn.
Evenbeforeheentered his first
year of school at Arapaho, Hen
drix not only had received an in
third in the Oklahoma Intercol troduction
to industrial education
legiate Conference and ninth in from his father
but had been
District 9ofthe NAIA.
taught to read and write by his
Despitetheapparent problems, mother.
Hauser and the players main Hendrix was graduated from
tained their optimism. After all, Custer City High School in 1930
'ContinuedonPage6]
[ContinuedonPage 15)
ADDRESS BOXe

Grant Hendrix, who retires in
May as an associate professor in
the Southwestern Department of
Industrial Education, will be hon
ored at a reception on Friday,
April 29.
Faculty members, family and
friends are invited tothe informal
gathering from2to 3:30 p.m. in
the Memorial Student Center
SkyviewRoom.
In length of service, Hendrix
ranks at the top among all faculty

Bulldogs Go to Nationals
Without a doubt, the highlight
of the 1976-77 sports year at
Southwestern has been the tre
mendous success of the basket
ball Bulldogs.
Infact, surprising and tremen
dous are probably insufficiently
strongwords to describe the sea
son the 1976-77 edition of the
Southwesternbasketball teamhas
had.
A review of what first-year
Head CoachGeorge Hauser (who
came to SWSU from American
Christian College) and his team
faced when practice opened will
illustrate. First there was the
coach himself. It was the second

time inas manyyears that South
western was starting the season
withanewheadcoach.
Then there was the fact the
Bulldogs wouldface a pre-Christ
mas schedule that had themplay
ing seven of nine games on the
road, and five of those games
would be history before they
would see action before a home
crowd. Also, overall, the Bulldogs
would be one of the smallest
teams put on the court by South
western inseveral years.
All things considered, theprog
nosticators werenot being unkind
when in pre-season polls they
picked Southwestern to wind up
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Dr. Doris Conway,

Ex-Bulldog Wrestler
Changes Career Plan
Abroomand $10a month were
mainly responsible for the highly
successful career of a Southwest
ern State Universityalumnus, Ri
chard Warren Moore, Class of
1941.
Moore is manager of the Oklahoma-Kansas divisionand a vicepresident of the Arkansas Louisi
ana Gas Co. Now a resident of
Altus, he has distinguished him
self as a dynamic leader in state
andlocal affairs.
Duringhisundergraduateyears
at Southwestern, DickMoore had
anentirelydifferent goal in mind.
His primary ambition was to be
comea teacher and coach. Teach
er education was the major area
for students of that era, even
though Southwestern had three
names from1937 to 1941-Southwestern State Teachers College,
Southwestern State College of
Diversified Occupations and
Southwestern Institute of Tech
nology, inthat order.
A native of Edmond, Moore
came toSouthwestern tocompete
with the Bulldog wrestling team
that for a number of years had

beena national power. In 1939he
was a member of the national
AAUchampionship crewandwas
all-Oklahoma collegiate titleholder at 155pounds.
Athleticscholarshipfunds were
limited during those depression
years. Off-campus jobs provided
by Weatherford business firms
paid the way for many athletes,
includingMoore.
The young man from Edmond
signed on as janitor for the Con
solidated Gas Co.’s offices in
Weatherford. That’s when the
broom entered his life. It was
destined toalter the course of his
life. At that time it meant walking
down The Hill hours before day
break to do a job. During sum
mers he worked in the field with
Consolidatedlabor crews.
During the spring of 1941,
when Moore was ready to gradu
ate from Southwestern Tech, he
was still looking toward a teach
ing-coachingcareer. Hewasready
to accept a contract with the
Ponca City schools when he was
offeredajob as cashier inConsol
idatedGas’Fairviewoffice.
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'37 Grad, Active
In National BPW

R. W. [DICK] MOORE
Teachers’salaries wereat alow
ebb in 1941. The cashier’s posi
tion at Fairviewpaid $10a month
more than the coaching post at
Ponca City. The $10 difference
turned Moore’s life around, and
he was on his way to a fastmovingcareer as autilities execu
tive.
In 1946he was manager of the
Sayre office when Consolidated
promoted himto its Altus office,
where he became area manager
and in 1955 was moved up to
Western Division gas distribution
manager. After the merger of
ConsolidatedandArklain1960he
was elected a vice-president and
member of the Arkla board of di
rectors in1963.
On his way up the professional
ladder. Moore earned many hon
ors and much recognition for his
leadership and achievements in
state and national affairs. In 1946
Oklahoma Jaycees voted him
their Outstanding Man of the
Year. He was president of the
SayreKiwanis Clubin1946andin
1957 was lieutenant-governor of
Division 18 of the Texas-Oklahoma District of Kiwanis Inter
national.
Mooreis apast president ofthe
Altus Chamber of Commerce and
playedamajor role inreactivating
Altus Air Force Base. With two
Altus businessmenheconstructed
western Oklahoma's first modern
rental project for blacks. Moore
and his associates added 300
homes inanewaddition.
Since 1960 he has participated
in the Oklahoma Development
Council Industrial Tours to east
ern and northern states seeking
new state industry and served
several years as chairman of the
Governor's Industrial Teamfrom
its foundingin 1967.
In 1974 he was cited for out
standing service as chairman for
[ContinuedonPage3]

Dr. Doris Conway, a 1937grad
uateofSouthwesternwith abach
elor of science degree in elemen
tary education, was the featured
speaker at the 57th annual con
vention of the Colorado Federa
tion of Business and Professional
Women’s Clubs at Western State
College in Gunnison, Colo., last
June.
Aprofessor of education at the
University of Louisiana, Baton
Rouge, Dr. Conway was serving
as membership chairman of the
National Federation of Business
and Professional Women’s Clubs
when she spoke at the meeting in
Gunnison.
Dr. Conwayhas served BPWat
the state and local levels and in
1974-75servedas president ofthe
Louisiana Federation of BPW
Clubs.
She earned her master’s and
doctor’s degrees in education at
Oklahoma State University. A
teacher and director of doctor of
philosophy and doctor of educa
tion degree students, she was
1971-73 coordinator of graduate
studies at Louisiana and has been
on numerous other university
committees.
Active in many organizations,
she has served as first vice-presi
dent of the Delta Kappa Gamma
Society and is a past president of
her branch of the American As
sociation of University Women.
Dr. Conway also is active in the
Louisiana Arthritis Foundation
and the Mental Health Associa
tion.
Shehas beenfor manyyears on
the Lake Charles, La., Juvenile
Council and in 1972-73was acon
sultant to the Louisiana Commis
siononthe Status ofWomen.
Commendation Medal
Awarded to if. Butler

The U.S. Air Force Commenda
tion Medal has been presented to
First-Lieutenant Bobbie S. Butler
for meritorious service while sta
tioned at Malmstrom Air Force
Base, Mont.
Butler, a 1970 graduate of
Southwestern, is currently sta
tioned at Anderson Air Force
Base, Guam, where he is a per
sonnel officer with the 43rd Com
bat Support Group of the Stra
tegicAir Command.
He received his Air Force com
mission in 1973 after completion
ofOfficer TrainingSchool at LacklandAir Force Base, Tex.
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Shucks Lead Active
Life, Win Honors
In Elsberry, Mo.
Dr. Arthur L. Shuck, former
member of the Department of
Biological Sciences faculty at
Southwestern, and his wife, Ida,
have been residing in Elsberry,
Mo., since leaving Weatherford
about 10years ago.
They wrote to Echoes recently
to tell of family activities and of
honorstheyhavereceived.
In January 1975, she was
winner of a Bicentennial seal con
test sponsored by the Elsberry
Bicentennial Commission. Her
design was put on special flags
which fly over several of Elsberry’spublicbuildings.
In August of last year, a class
reunion was held at New Hope
School near Elsberry. Mrs. Shuck
taught at New Hope School in
1926 and 1927. Anumber of her
former elementary students
planned a special dinner to honor
her.
A month later, the Shucks
conducted an antique auction at
their Lincoln County farm near
Elsberry. Theynotedthey had ac
cumulated many items through
the years and that the sale at
tracted a number of antique deal
ers.
The Shucks’ farm was in the
news again inOctober 1976when
the Lincoln County Farm Bureau
sponsored a dinner to honor area
farmownerswhose landhad been
inthe same family for 100years.
The Shucks were among 35 fam
ilies who received Centennial
FarmCertificatesfromthe county
bureau.
The Shucks wrote that they re
main interested in the progress
made by Southwestern and are
hoping to have an opportunity to
visit the campus to see improve
ments.
Theyalsosaidtheywould enjoy
hearing from Southwestern
friends. Their address is 207 N.
Sixth, Elsberry, Mo. 63343.

MRS. SHUCK'S SEAL

MRS. IRENE HUCKABA [left] is serving as president of the Southwestern Thirty-Year Club. She is
shownherewithErnest Kendall, vice-president, and Mrs. Lucille North, secretary-treasurer. All are from
Weatherfordandwereelectedat theclub's luncheonduringthe 1976Homecomingcelebration.

EX-BULLDOG WRESTLER............................ • • [ContinuedfromPage2]
seven years of this task force in a
resolution stating that “the in
dustrial team has been able to
achieve its goal as a direct result
of the continuous guidance of its
chairman, Mr. R. W. Moore."
Afewyears ago a state news
man wrote: "It’s as easy to keep
DickMooreout ofthe limelight as
it istohide SallyRandinamother
hubbard--Dick makes the head
lines because he does things!"
This quality of aggressive ac
tion carried over into the political
field. Moore numbers among his
personal friends some ofthe great
names ofthe nation.
He was associated with the
staffofLyndonB. Johnson during
the Democratic National Conven
tion in Los Angeles in 1960. Fol
Vogt Is Weather Officer
With Air Force in Korea

Air Force Captain Richard J.
Vogt, a 1967 graduate of South
western, has been assigned to
Yongsan Army Installation in the
RepublicofKorea.
Aweather officer with a unit of
the Military Airlift Command,
Vogt previously served at Offutt
AFB, Neb.
Vogt attended Southwestern
after graduation fromCorn High
School in 1963. He was commis
sionedin 1967after completion of
Officer Training School at Lackland AFB, Tex., and later at
tended Texas Aand MUniver
sity.

lowing a successful campaign for
the vice-presidency. LBJ wrote a
warmletter of appreciation along
withaninvitation Moore accepted
toattend the 1961 ceremonies and
inaugural ball in Washington for
John F. Kennedy and Johnson.
He was again the guest of
President Johnson and VicePresident Hubert Humphrey dur
ingthe 1965inauguration.
His most recent recognition on
the political scene was Moore's
selection as master of ceremonies
for the Sept. 14. 1976, apprecia
tion banquet in the Myriad at
OklahomaCity for retiring Speak
er ofthe HouseCarl Albert.
His involvement in the world
around him began while Moore
was a Southwestern student. He
was president of the senior class
in1941. He was elected president
of the Student Senate and of the
Lettermen’s Club, known then as
the SClub.
In 1940 he was married to
Melda Eaton, a classmate. His
bride w’as the daughter of one of
Weatherford’s most enthusiastic
wrestling fans, the late Albert
Eaton. His mother-in-law, whoresides in Weatherford, is also one
of Moore's boosters, but not
principally for his athletic prow
ess.
"Dick’satremendous man w'ho
has done much for the state of
Oklahoma," Mrs. Eaton states
withagreat deal ofpride.
Dick and Melda Moore were
actually married twice before

leaving the campus. They were
the principals in a symbolic cere
mony promoted by Forensia, a
women’s organization tiiai dated
back to the very beginning of the
school. Melda was Miss Forensia
and Dick was Mr. Southwestern.
Their "marriage"--an annual ob
servance of the c!ub--was a
symbol of Forensia’s renewal of
its loyaltytoSouthwestern.
The traditional “wedding’’ has
long since been abandoned to a
long list of other nostalgic mem
ories for those who were South
western students of bygone days.
Moore’s interest in his alma
mater has continued through the
years. He was elected president
of the Former Students Associa
tion in 1950 and served several
terms. He was in office when the
Memorial Student Center was
dedicated in 1956 and was one of
the speakers for the occasion. He
was apopular emcee for a student
Homecoming Assembly and for
one of the Southwestern Sports
Hall of Fame installation ban
quets.
The Moores are parents of two
sons. Steven Eaton Moore is an
attorney for Oklahoma Gas and
Electric Co. in Oklahoma City.
His wife, Nancy, is a registered
nurse with the Oklahoma County
Health Department. RichardWar
ren Moore Jr. is an account ex
ecutive for Lazard Feres and Co.
in New York City. He and his
wife, Barbara, are parents of two
children.
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Great Teacher Award
Goes to Dr. Lamb

THESOUTHWESTERNROOMin Southwestern’s Library provides
RayHarris of Weatherford anopportunity todisplayhis lettersweater.
Harris, anearly-day athlete at Southwestern, has placed a sweater he
earnedononeoftheroom’sdisplayshelves.

Public Gets Look At
Southwestern
Room
The Southwestern Room, oc plained. "If there are any alumni

cupying the northeast corner of
the second floor in Southwestern
State University’s Al Harris Li
brary, was open to the public for
the first time during the annual
Homecomingcelebration in Octo
ber.
Mrs. Sheila Hoke, library di
rector, and her staff have been
working for weeks to mold the
photographs and artifacts of the
75-year-old Weatherford univer
sity into a historical fashion that
alumni will enjoy.
"They are reallywhothis room
isfor," Mrs. Hokesaid. "We feel
that Southwestern alumni and
former students will enjoy being
able to have a place at their ‘old
alma mater’to peek back to their
collegedays."
Much time will be required to
get theroominperfect order, and
assistance fromalumni is needed.
“Many of the pictures are not
dated and individuals inthemare
not identified." Mrs. Hoke ex

who would like to help. I hope
theywill contact me."
The room will contain photo
graphs of Southwestern's found
ing fathers, its first sweethearts
and its presidents. Also included
are stacksofyearbooks and news
papers; tables and furnishings
with special meaning; photos of
athletes from many, and not so
many, years ago. and of the
school's first bulldog mascot,
Duke, andthe last. Brandy.
"Progress will be seen slowly
but surely in this special room,"
the library director said. "It will
take time to do things right, for
some of the ‘roads’ back to the
past have not been opened for a
verylongtime.
"Takingthe time tothink about
what should go where and howit
should be shown is the first con
cern. In preparing the South
western Room we have adopted
the motto: ‘Taking the time to
take care of what has brought us
totoday.'"

Ateacher of teachers has re
ceived the 17th annual Great
Teacher Awardofthe Southern Il
linois University-Carbondale Al
umni Association.
Dr. Morris L. Lamb, 39-yearoldassociate professor of curricu
lum, instruction and media, was
presented the $1,000 award at a
Homecoming luncheon last Octo
ber inCarbondale.
SIU-C’s Great Teachers are
chosen by a vote of university
alumni. The standard is class
roomteachingexcellence, accord
ing to Robert Odaniell. executive
director ofthe association.
The award includes an en
graved plaque as well as the
$1.000check.
Dr. Lamb is a specialist in ele
mentary education and coordi
nates SIU-C’s master’s degree
programinthat field. Since going
to the Illinois university in 1970
he has served on more than 70
thesis and doctor of philosophydegree dissertation committees.
He is a member of the College
of Education’s teacher education
task force, the Administrative
Certification Committee, under
graduate and graduate Student
Affairs Committees and the Fac
ultySenate.
Dr. Lambhas been a consultant
to the Illinois Office of Education
and numerous public school sys
tems in that state. He also con
ducted an Illinois Humanities
Project in Carbondale on school

DR. MORRISL. LAMB
integration.
In 1972 he won the SIU-C
College of Education "Good
Teaching Award" for excellence
inundergraduateteaching.
Anative of Hammon, Lamb re
ceived a bachelor’s degree from
Southwestern and master’s and
PhDdegrees fromthe University
ofOklahoma.
He was principal of elementary
schools in Santa Rosa. N.M.. and
OklahomaCityand taught for two
years at OU before joining the
SIU-C faculty. He and his wife,
the former Sharron Whitney of
Dallas. Tex., have two young
children.
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Alcorn Is Edmond’s
7 6 Citizen of Year

ALVIN ALCORN

SOUTHWESTERN’S FIRST “Distinguished Alumni," Doris James
Witherspoon |left| and Glenn Lee English Jr., hold plaques presented
to them during wind-whipped halftime ceremonies at the 1976 Home
coming football game. Witherspoon, a 1936 graduate, owns a chain of
Omaha, Neb.-based Gibson Discount Centers, and English, who grad
uated in 1964, is the United States congressman from Oklahoma’s
Sixth District. Color portraits ol the two ha\e been hung in the uni
versity’s Distinguished Alumni Hall of Fame, located in the Library
Southwestern Room. They were guests of honor at the Alumni Associ
ation Homecoming Luncheon.

A1940 Southwestern graduate
has been selected as Edmond's
Citizenofthe Year for 1976.
AlvinAlcorn, vice-president for
administration at Central State
University, received the highest
award presented annually by the
Edmond Chamber of Commerce
for his service to that central
Oklahoma city.
The native of Geary has been
active in community affairs since
moving to CSU in I960 as busi
ness manager. He served as
Chamber president in 1972 and
currently is a member of that or
ganization's board of directors
and chairman of the citv's In
dustrial Development Authority.
Alcorn isapast president of the
Association of Oklahoma College
and University Business Officials.
He is a Mason and a Methodist.
During his term as Chamber
president. Alcorn was active in
gaining passage of a sewer and
water bond issue--which had
previously failed--continued to
helppromote theJunior Livestock
Show and backed the inaugura
tion of the Edmond Historical
Society.
With his new bachelor of sci
ence degree from Southwestern
inhand, Alcorn accepted his first
teaching assignment in 1940 at
Calumet. Fromthere he went to
Greenfield as superintendent be
fore entering the Navy for two
years.
Next came a stint as high
school principal and coach at Buf
falo. He was supervisor of state
aid calculations in the State De
partment of Education Finance
Division immediately prior to his
appointment as CSU business
manager.
“Everett Gartrell [retired
SWSU business manager)
schooled me back in the early
1960's in the proper way to
handle college funds," Alcorn
said.

Alcorn's wife, the former Na
omi Parker of Geary, attended
Southwestern for two years and
completed her degree work at
Oklahoma State University. She
teaches vocational home econom
ics at Edmond Middle School.
Both Mr. and Mrs. Alcorn have
earned master's degrees--he from
OSUandshe fromCSU.
Their older daughter. Mrs.
Alice Ann Corneluis, will grad
uate fromCentral in May with a
degree in nursing, and their
younger daughter, Phoebe Jane,
isafreshman accounting major at
OSU.

Grain Men Pick
Thomas for Honor
Edgar Thomas of Weatherford
was honored last October as one
of four outstanding individuals in
Oklahoma’s grain trade. He is a
graduate ofSouthwestern.
Born on a Colorado ranch,
Thomas moved to Weatherford in
1919. He has served as president
for 26 years of the Weatherford
Farmers Cooperative Exchange
boardof directors.
He has been on the advisory
boards of both the Wichita Bank
of Cooperatives and the Union
Equity Cooperative Exchange,
and he is chairman of the resolu
tions committee of the Coopera
tive Grain Dealers' Association.
Thomas and his wife, the
former Edna Dozier, have two
daughters and three grandchild
ren.
Alumna Takes Lawton Post

Kathy Shugart (BA, '76) is em
ployed inthe news department of
the Lawton Constitution Press.
Formerly from Sentinel, she
worked for a time for the Wea
therford Daily News before mov
ing to Lawton last October. Her
Lawtonaddress is 509Park B.

Page 6
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BEAUTYQUEENSwere verymuch Inevidence during the 1976Homecoming celebration at Southwest
ern. Sevenpast and present titleholders fromSouthwestern and the reigning Miss Oklahoma, Lucia Miller
ofBeaver [standingright], werehonoredat areceptionheldinconjunctionwithHomecoming. Fromleft are:
Seated--Jann Burkhalter, Mountain View, 1974 Miss Southwestern; Shirley Cowan Bailey, Watonga, 1966
Miss Southwestern; Coretta Banks, Lawton, 1971 Homecoming Queen, and Gayle Smith Coffey, Weather
ford, 1973Miss Southwestern. Standing--Kathy Kennedy, Calumet, 1976Homecoming Queen; PamFrank
lin, El Reno, 1976 Miss Southwestern; Denice Chadwick, Lubbock, Tex., 1975 Homecoming Queen, and
Miss Miller.

Lt. Wilson Begins
Duties in Germany
With First Armored
Army Second-Lieutenant Tom
Wilson, a 1976graduate of South
western, departed inearly March
for Bamberg. Germany, where he
is a platoon leader of M-60A1
tanks with the First Armored
Division.
Lt. Wilson, who earned his
commission through the SWSU
Army Reserve Officers’ Training
Corps program, inFebruarygrad
uated in the top 20per cent of his
class from the Officer Basic
Course at the U.S. Armor School,
Fort Knox, Ky.
Named to the Commandant’s
List of distinguished graduates,
he was 24th among the 130 class
members.
The lieutenant’s hometown is
Taloga. His present address is
3/35 Armored, APO New York,
N.Y.09139.

LONG-TIME PROF IS RETIRING THIS SPRING

and entered Southwestern in the
fall of that year. He taught two
years at Custer Citybefore he was
graduated front Southwestern in
1935. The year he received his
bachelor’sdegree Hendrix moved
to Nowata, where he taught for
sevenyears.
During his time at Nowata he
completed his master’s degree at
Oklahoma State University and
earned lifeteachingcertificates in
mathematics, elementary, social
studies and industrial arts.
In addition to furthering his
formal educationwhileat Nowata,
he began refining his mechanical
skills working during the sum
mers in machine shops in Nowata
andTulsa.
“Inmanyways,” saidHendrix,
"my experiences in those ma
chine shops were more valuable
than any machine shop course I
had in college. Those shops were
always looking for short cuts and
ways to manufacture more effic
iently, and it was there that I
really began to develop an ability
to accomplish the most in the
least amount of time and ex
pense.”
It was after receiving his mas
ter’s degree inthe spring of 1942
that Hendrix left Nowata and
came to the Southwestern cam
pus. After little more than ayear,
he entered the Army and served
30months with the 301st Combat
Engineers in Germany before re
turning toSouthwestern.
During the 14 months he was
on the campus before entering
the Army, Hendrix ran what was
moreor less afurniture factory, in
addition to meeting his responsi

bilities as ateacher.
"During the war, we had
trouble getting furniture,” he re
calls. “1was responsible for mak
ing 400 table-arm chairs, 100
double-deck beds and 100 secre
tarial desks before I joined the
Army.
“So, in addition to teaching, I
was supervising an eight-hour
day shift and a three-hour even
ing shift in the furniture plant.”
Besides supervising the furni
ture plant, Hendrix personally
made two huge double-pedestal
desks, one of which was used in
the Southwestern President's Of
fice for 33 years before being re
tired to the Public Relations Of
fice in favor of furniture more in
keepingwithtoday’sstyles.
Althoughhehas used whatever
teaching method best suits the
needs of his students, Hendrix
has stressed the learning-by
doing method wherever possible.
It was amethodwhich served him
well when he achieved what he
calls his most satisfying ac
complishment, teaching himself
electronics long after he had
completed his formal education.
in the process of learning the
basics of electronics, if there was
some phase which he did not
thoroughly understand, he would
build a model and work with it
until it functioned and he under
stood the principle. His models
became teaching aids and some
are still used in the department.
His model work carried over
into creating electrical effects to
illustrate lessons for his men’s
Bible class in the First Baptist
Church of Clinton, where he is a

deacon. These effects were later
developed into a sermon titled
“Electrically Illustrated Scrip
tures" which he presented 53
times to churches, schools and
civic clubs in southwestern Okla
homa.
As if he were not busy enough
already, Hendrix has found time
over the years to earn his private
pilot license andparticipate inthe
university's scuba diving pro
gram. He also is a licensed
amateur radiooperator.
Looking back over his years at
Southwestern, Hendrix considers
the growth of the school the most
significant change he has seen:
“TheMemorial StudentCenter,
the Rankin Williams Health and
Physical Education Building, the
A1 Harris Library, the Arts and
Science Building, the high rise
dorms and the Chemistry-Phar
macy-Physics Building have all
been addedsince Icameto South
western. In fact, a student and 1
staked out the first section of the
Chemistry - Pharmacy - Physics
Building.
"In 1942there were only about
30 staff members, and 1 knew
them all. And there were only
about 300 students and very few
cars.”
Teaching responsibilities have
changedsomewhat overtheyears,
too, accordingtoHendrix.
”I can remember teaching as
many as seven classes a day with
30 students in each. These days,
teaching loads are much more
reasonable.”
Have students changed?
"Yes, they have,” he says.
"Well, maybe not much if you

[ContinuedfromPage 1]
don’t consider the World War II
veterans in the years right after
the war. That was one group that
didn’t doany foolingaround. The
onlyreasontheywere here was to
learn.”
At one time or another during
his years at Southwestern, Hen
drix has taught woodwork, elec
tronics, welding, arts and crafts,
drafting, design and machine
shop courses. He is currently
teaching drafting and machine
shop.
In addition to this teaching, he
served the university as faculty
athletic representative tothe con
ferenceandwasonthe committee
for writingthe constitution for the
oldFacultyClub.
In1937Hendrix was married to
his childhood sweetheart, Alma
Fleming, who at that time was
teaching in the Custer City
schools. Theyhaveone son, Gary,
who has a doctor of philosophy
degree incomputer science. Gary
and his wife, Genie, live in Palo
Alto, Calif., where he is a re
search engineer at the Stanford
Research Institute.
As for what retirement holds,
Hendrixnotes simply:
"Eve made plenty of plans for
the future and I’mnot lookingfor
wardtoanyoldrocking chair. I’m
going to have plenty to keep me
busy.”
To sum up his years at South
western and the changes on the
campus and the thousands of stu
dents he has seen, Hendrix
makes one other simple state
ment:
"Everyday has been an ad
venture.”
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Retired Status Now
For Mrs. Gossmann
After 14years as postmaster at
Arapaho, Mrs. Cora Helen Goss
mann retired in October of 1976.
High point of the well-known
Custer County seat postmaster
and civic leader’s career came in
1972 when she was named Na
tional Postmaster of the Year
after earlier being chosen Okla
homa’s Postmaster of the Year.
A graduate of Cordell High
School, Mrs. Gossmann attended
Cordell Christian College, South
western and the University of
Oklahoma.
She first went to Arapaho in
September 1926 as a teacher.
After her first husband, Cy Howenstine Jr., died, she accepted
employment with the Clinton
Building and Loan Association
where she worked for 11 years.
Later she was elected to the
office of Custer County Court
Clerk and served in that position
for six years before taking a job
withihe Welfare Department as a
social worker.
Her Civil Service career began
in 1959when she became medical
records clerk for the Clinton
Indian Hospital. When the Arap
aho postmaster retired, Mrs.
Gossmann transferred into the
Postal Service and served three
months in Oklahoma City as a
clerk before being appointed act
ing postmaster in July 1963. She
became postmaster about a year
later.
Prior to retirement, she was
active in postmaster’s organiza
tions, especially the National
LeagueofPostmasters. She was a
national membership chairman
and a regional coordinator for the
11states making up the Southern
Region.
She also is a past president of
the Oklahoma Branch of the
F-111D Commander Is
Promoted to Captain
Clifford G. Hanks, 1972 grad
uateofSouthwesternwith abach
elor of science degree in physics,
has been promoted to captain in
theU.S. Air Force.
Hanks, an F-111Dcommander,
is assigned to Cannon Air Force
Base, N.M., with a unit of the
Tactical Air Command. A 1969
graduateofCalumet High School,
Capt. Hanks received his Air
Force Commission in 1972 after
completing Officer Training
School at Lackland Air Force
Base, Tex.

National League of Postmasters
and was on the National Legisla
tive Committee of the NLPin her
final year before retirement.
Mrs. Gossmannwas honoredat
a banquet on Oct. 30, 1976, spon
sored by the Oklahoma branch of
the NLP.
She is bookkeeper for the
Arapaho Cemetery Association.
Also, she helped organize the
Arapaho Chamber of Commerce
and, prior to retirement, was for
three years secretary of the
Custer County Community Devel
opment Council.
She continues as a member of
the District Committee on Land
Use for the Southwest Oklahoma
Development Authority.
Mrs. Gossmann and her hus
band, John, reside on a farmeast
of Arapaho.

Loan Fund Account
Boosted by $1,500

Three Southwestern School of
Pharmacy graduates have helped
to enrich their alma mater’s re
volving loan fund by a total of
$1,500.
Gary W. King of Amarillo,
Tex., Ken W. Haley, Temple, and
Vern Harris, Maysville, were se
lected as winners in the Bur
roughs Wellcome Pharmacy Edu
cation Program during last fall’s
National Association of Retail
Druggists convention inSanFran
cisco, Calif.
Acheckfor $500was presented
to SWSUin the name of each of
the three pharmacists. The loan
fund is used to assist deserving
pharmacystudents inthe comple
tion of their education at South
western.
Burroughs, one of the nation’s
leading pharmaceutical manufac
turers, sponsors a $52,000 phar
macyeducationprogram.

DORISJAMES WITHERSPOONof Omaha, Neb., accepts a framed
certificate making himan honorary member of the National Intercol
legiate Rodeo Association during a visit tohis alma mater, Southwest
ernState University. Presentingthe certificate is RandyTaylor, SWSU
sophomore fromNicomaPark and a member of the university’s rodeo
team. Taylor is one of sixstudents attending Southwestern onscholar
ships provided by Witherspoon. The Omaha millionaire, who was
recognized as a Distinguished Alumnus at the October Homecoming
celebration, graduatedfromSouthwesternin 1936.
Clinton Native Returns
Home from Kansas 4 s
Atwoods Store Manager

'Outstanding Woman'
Title Goes to Graduate

Mrs. Deborah Joyce Gage
Beatv of Cheyenne recently re
ceived an award for being se
lected an “Outstanding Woman
ofAmerica."
ShegraduatedfromSouthwest
ern. where she majored in music
education with the piano as her
areaofconcentration.
In 1974she taught music inthe
Cheyenne schools andispresently
teaching piano privately.

SECOND-LIEUTENANT Lyle G.
Radebaugh, a 1976 graduate of
Southwestern commissioned
through the Army ROTC pro
gram, is currently attending the
militaryintelligence officers basic
course at Fort Huachuca, Ariz.
After completing the course he
will be assigned to Fort Sill.

Cliff Corbin, a 1972 Southwest
ern graduate with a bachelor’s
degree inbusiness administration
and marketing, has returned to
Clinton to manage the Atwoods
store.
Corbin, his wife, Wanelda, and
son, Reed, returned to Clinton
from Pittsburg, Kan., where he
opened an Atwoods in 1975. He
first workedfor Atwoods while at
tending highschool in 1967.
After he was graduated from
Clinton High in 1968, Corbin
worked for the C. R. Anthony
store in Clinton while attending
Southwestern. After he received
his degree fromSouthwestern, he
went to Frederick as the An
thony’sstore manager.
In 1975 he moved to Enid as a
manager trainee for Atwoods and
in November of that year went to
Pittsburg, Kan., to open a new
Atwoods.
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Lt. Monigold Is
Honor Graduate
In Army Course
ArmyFirst-Lieutenant Glendall
Monigold (BS. ’74) of Weather
ford has graduated with honors
from the Field Artillery Officer
Basic Course at Fort Sill. He fin
ishedsecondinthe class complet
ingthe course inDecember.
Lt. Monigold reported to the
Oklahoma military post last fall
after receiving his master's de
gree in August fromNorth Texas
State University, Denton. His de
gree is innuclear physics.
He was to be transferred in
February tothe Staff and Faculty
Battalion. Headquarters and
Headquarters Battery, at the
Field Artillery School, also lo
catedat Fort Sill.
The lieutenant earned his Army
commission through the Reserve
Officers' TrainingCorps at South
western.
His wife, the former Jo Ellen
Short (BSE. ’73) of Weatherford,
was awarded her master's degree
in special education from Texas
Women's University, also at Den
ton. last August.
The couple and their year-old
son. Matthew Wayne, reside at
4637S.E. Aberdeen, Lawton.
Pharmacy Alums Pick
Meece as President

During the state convention of
the Oklahoma Pharmaceutical As
sociation last spring in Oklahoma
City, alumni of the Southwestern
School of Pharmacy met to elect
new officers.
Elected president of the South
western Pharmacy Alumni As
sociation was Cliff Meece of Sallisaxv. Dick Winn, Stillwater, was
named vice-president and Jerry
Allen, Weatherford, was re
elected secretary.
Southwestern alumni were also
elected to state association posts.
Allen and Jerry Turner of Checotah were chosen to serve on the
executivecouncil ofthe Oklahoma
Pharmaceutical Association.

POSINGONthe Science Building steps are 12 Southwestern alumni who were in Weatherford for a
Flemingfamilydinner during the Christmas holidays. Fromleft are: Front row-Dr. Gary Hendrix, Menlo
Park, Calif., and Kenny Rose, Weatherford. Center row--Jeff Fleming, Stillwater; Mrs. Kenny Rose and
Mr. and Mrs. Grant Hendrix, Weatherford. Back row--Delbert Durham, Granite; Miss Jewell Fleming,
Fort Defiance, Ariz.; Mrs. Bea Foster, Taloga; Mrs. and Mr. Fred Fleming, Norman, and Mrs. Pauline
Rose, Clinton.

Homecoming Reunion to Family
Homecoming 147b at South- - 38 degrees, most of themearned
western State University was at Southwestern, and a grand
more likea family reunion for one total of 405 years of teaching
groupattending.
experience.
Some 14members of the Flem The Fleming family is of true
ing family were present for the pioneer stock. The family tree
goes back to Mr. and Mrs. C. P.
event.
Inthis exceptionally education- Fleming, who came to Oklahoma
oriented family—
counting bro from Knoxville. Tenn.. in the
thers, sisters, brothers-in-law, pioneer days ofthe state.
sisters-in-law, nieces and neph- AccordingtoGrant Hendrix, an
ews--there are 18 classroom associate professor in the Indus
teachers. Thefamilyhas a total of trial Education Department and

Capt. Clark Back on Duty
As Navigator for SAC

Capt. Gary L. Clark (BS. ’71)
has graduated fromthe Squadron
Officer School at Maxwell Air
Force Base. Ala. He has returned
to Dyess AFB. Tex., where he
serves as a naxigator with a unit
of the Strategic Air Command.
Thecaptain, a 1967graduate of
Fayetteville. Ark.. High School,
was commissioned in 1972
through the Officer Training
School at Lackland AFB. Tex.

DEAN LINDER, associate district judge from Alva, talks about
school spirit in his role as master of ceremonies for the Southwestern
Homecoming Assembly on Oct. 22. A1957 graduate of the Weather
ford university, Linder was invited back to his alma mater to preside
oxer theopeningof Homecomingfestivities.

unofficial spokesman for the fam
ilyat Homecoming, the Flemings
are not issuing any kind of challcnge--but they feel fewfamilies
can match their achievement.
Attending Homecoming were
Hendrix and his wife, Alma, of
Weatherford, and their son and
daughter-in-law. Dr. Gary and
Genie, Menlo Park. Calif.; Mr.
and Mrs. Kenny Rose, Weather
ford; Mrs. Pauline Fleming Rose,
Clinton; Mr. and Mrs. Ivan Frvmire. Thomas; Mr. and Mrs. Fred
Fleming, Norman; Mrs. Beatrice
Fleming Foster, Taloga, and Mr.
and Mrs. J. D. Fleming, Okla
homa City.
Several members of the family
got together again during the
Christmas holidays for a dinner in
the Grant Hendrix residence.
Southwestern alumni at that af
fair. in addition to the host and
hostess, were Dr. Gary Hendrix;
Mr. and Mrs. Kenny Rose; Jeff
Fleming. Stillwater; Delbert Dur
ham. Granite; Miss Jewell Flem
ing, Fort Defiance, Ariz.; Mrs.
Beatrice Foster; Mr. and Mrs.
Fred Fleming, and Mrs. Pauline
Rose.
Other teachers and SWSU
alumni in the family include Mr.
and Mrs. Carl Fleming. Portland,
Ore.; Mrs. Sheri Cordry, Lincoln,
Neb., and Miss Diane Fleming,
Fort Defiance, Ariz.
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Weatherford Home for Wilsons
After Retirement from the Army

COL. JODER. WILSON[left], who retired Jan. 31 as professor of
militaryscience at Southwestern, admires a gift frommembers of his
staff. Thedesk nameplate was presented tohimby Maj. Roger Hersh
berger [right], an assistant professor of military science. Lt.-Col. Leon
C. Thurgood, Wilson’s successor in the university position, looks on.
Col. Wilson retired fromthe Army with more than 30years of service.

More than 31 years after it
began, Col. Jode R. Wilson's mil
itary career has ended. The first
professor of military science ever
at Southwestern State University
retired fromthe ArmyonJan. 31.
In retirement and change of
command ceremonies. Col. Wil
son was presented his second
Legion of Merit "for exceptional
lymeritorious conduct in the per
formance of outstanding serv
ice."
His successor both as professor
of military science and as com
mander of Southwestern’s Army
Reserve Officers' Training Corps
unit is Lt.-Col. Leon C. Thurgood,
a native of West Point, Utah, and
a veteran of 16years' Army duty.
Col. Wilson, a 1948graduate of
Southwestern, returned to the
Weatherford campus in 1971 to
help establish the ROTC pro
gram.
The colonel and his wife, Peg
gy. will continue to reside in
Weatherford.

During his career. Col. Wilson
saw duty in Germany, Korea,
Laos and Vietnam, and he re
ceived numerous Army awards.
His Legion of Merit citation
notes that he served "in positions
of great responsibility culminat
ing as professor of military sci
ence, United States Army Third
ROTCRegion. . .His entire career
has been characterized by unpar
alleled dedication toduty, demon
strated expertise in a variety of
challenging fields and total dedi
cationtohis country.
"Col. Wilson's distinguished
performance of duty throughout
his militarycareer represents out
standing achievement in the fin
est traditions of the United States
Army and reflects the utmost
credit upon himself and the mili
taryservice."
He and his wife are the parents
of three daughters--Mrs. Judy
Colbert. Fort Hood, Tex., and
Mrs. Jane Draper and Miss JoDe
Wilson, bothof Houston. Tex.

Alumni A sso c ia tio n D u e s p a y e r s A r e N a m e d
Paying dues to the Southwest
ern Alumni Association since the
last issue of Echoes fromThe Hill
havebeen:
ALLEN, Jerry; Box 389, Weatherford, Okla. 73096
ANDERSON, Cinda; Box 389, Tipton, Okla. 73570
ANDERSON, Patricia; Box 92, Blanchard, Okla.
73010
ASHENFELTER, Melody; Rt. 1, Box 20, Gotebo,
Okla. 73041
AYRES, Roy E.; 323 Donaldson, Stillwater, Okla.
74074
BARBER, Gertrude; Box477, Antlers, Okla. 74523
BERGEN, Dr. Zane; 1001 N. Indiana, Weather
ford, Okla. 73096
BERRONG, Sen. Ed; 507 N. 5th, Weatherford,
Okla. 73096
BERRY, Mrs. Clarence; Box 213, Granite, Okla.
73547
BRADLEY, Orin E.; Box 61, Wayne, Okla. 73095
BLIRKE, F. E.; Box 220, Hammon, Okla. 73650
BUSER, Gary; Rt. 3, Kingfisher, Okla. 73750
CAMPBELL, Claudia Wall; 27719E. 129th St. So.,
Coweta, Okla. 74429
CARMICHAEL, Glenn V.; 1409 Grandview, Wea
therford, Okla. 73096
CHADWICK, Kelly; Rt. 4, Box 167C, Robstown,
Tex.78380
CLEVELAND, Mr. and Mrs. Glen; 1258 Ross,
Abilene, Tex. 79605
COCHRAN, Jim and Patricia (Mann); 649 Lewis
Dr., Hurst, Tex. 76053
COFFEY, Mary J.; 105 Widefield Blvd., Security,
Colo. 80911
COFFEY, Quay; 1;5 Widefield Blvd., Security,
Colo. 80911
COFFMAN, Lois Purdy (paid for two years); Box
265, Fort Towson, Okla. 74735
COHLMIA, Dr. Woody; 12000 N. Thorne Ridge,
Oklahoma City, Okla. 73120
COOKE, W. P.; 5510 Andrews, Amarillo, Tex.
79106
CORDRY, Zora; 7428Dalewood Lane, Dallas, Tex.
75214
DICKEY, Mrs. J. 0.; Rt. 1, Box 87, Weatherford,
Okla. 73096
DOUGLAS, John L.; 2204 N.W. 56th St.,
Oklahoma City, Okla. 73112
DUGGER, Lillie Ballou Fariss; Box 279, Sayre,
Okla. 73662
DYSON, William R. (Bill); 908 C St., Cleveland,
Okla. 74020
ECK, Kenneth; Box 396, Healdton, Okla. 73438
ELLIOTT, Mrs. L. C.; Rt. 2, Tuttle. Okla. 73089
EVANS, Hazel; 321 N. 9th, Clinton, Okla. 73601
FARKASS, Edit; 11 Ridgewood Terrace, Chap-

paqua, N.Y. 10514
FLEMING, Fred; 5525 Blue Lakes Dr., Norman,
Okla. 73069
FLINT, Dr. Cort R.; Box708, Meadows of Dan, Va.
24120
FLINT, Mrs. Ilene Moore; Box 708, Meadows of
Dan, Va.24120
FORBIS, Laurence; 1204 N. Caddo, Weatherford,
Okla. 73096
FORTUNE, H. C.; 1406 Phillips, Phillips, Tex.
79071
FOURIER, Earl; 2906W. Maine, Enid. Okla. 73701
FRANS, Steve; 5406 Lodge Creek Dr., Houston,
Tex.77066
GARTRELL, Everett; 702 Arlington, Weatherford,
Okla. 73096
GATLIN, Lloyd; Box 310, Binger, Okla. 73009
GERLACH, Keith K.; 7207 Hunter Rd., Lawton,
Okla. 73501
GESELL, Yvonne Sinor; Rt. 2, Hydro, Okla. 73048
GREER, Dr. E. Vann; 2816 W. Hefner Rd., Okla
homa City, Okla. 73120
HANEY, Vida Cay; 524N. 8th, Weatherford, Okla.
73096
HARRIS, Sam H.; 2580 S.W. 106th Terrace, Fort
Lauderdale, Fla. 33314
HAYS, Goldie; 1446 Pine Ave., Weatherford,
Okla. 73096
HELM, Charles L.; 4721 N.W. 15th, Oklahoma
City, Okla. 73127
HILL, Dr. Benny; 410 N. Bryan, Weatherford,
Okla. 73096
HILL, Jim; 603 N. 5th, Clinton, Okla. 73601
HILTON, Mrs. Donna; 724E. Hadley, Aurora, Mo.
65605
HILTON, Robert; 724 E. Hadley, Aurora, Mo.
65605
HUBBARD, Lois; Crawford, Okla. 73638
HURT, Daniel J. II; 18 Knollcrest, Chatham, III.
62629
JANZEN, W. Rudie; 2222 Skyline, Bartlesville,
Okla. 74003
JOHNSON, Kaye Bodkin; Box 339, Hammon,
Okla. 73650
JOHNSTON, Howard; 916 W. Boston, Broken
Arrow, Okla. 74012
JONES, Perry; 711 N. 5th, Weatherford, Okla.
73096
JONES, Mrs. Mildred A.; 1344 Dorchester Dr.,
Norman, Okla. 73069
JONES, Dr. Wilbur C.; 1344 Dorchester Dr., Nor
man, Okla. 73069
KAISER, Nadine; 513 Maple, No. 6, Weatherford,
Okla. 73096
KELLEY, Wayne and Juanita; Box 932, Rangelv,
Colo. 81648
KIRBY, Roy».e H.; 5817 Janeanne, Fort Worth,
Tex.76117

KNIGHT, Charles E. (Ed); 2111 Jefferson Davis
Norman, Okla. 73069
Highway. 308-N, Arlington, Va. 22202
RILEY. Linda Sue; 1212 Canterbury Blvd., Altus,
KOBAN, Andrew; 1712 Walnut. Woodward, Okla.
Okla. 73521
73801
RISINGER, H. H.; 711 E. Arapaho, Weatherford,
KUNZ, Jim; 138 Willis Ct., North Fond Dulac,
Okla. 73096
Wis. 54935
ROLISON, Dr. W. Edward; 507 Oak Dr., Weather
KUPKA, Leon E. (paid for two years); 236 Hoover,
ford. Okla. 73096
ElkCity, Okla. 73644
ROSE. Ken; 1018Randall Rd., Weatherford, Okla.
LIDIA, Dannev; 1118 Camelol, Clinton, Okla.
73096
73601
SELMAN, Paul; Rt. 1, Box 22, Newalla, Okla.
LOVEJOY. Wilma Jean; 1603 N. Main, Cl 18, Fair74857
view, Okla. 73737
SMITH, Minnie Mae; 513 Maple, Weatherford,
MABRY, Harry C.; 2226 N. New Hampshire Ave.,
Okla. 73096
Los Angeles, Calif. 90027
STEWART. Grady; Rt. 4, Elk City, Okla. 73644
MALEY, A. R. and Helen; Rl. 2, Box 34, Clinton, STOCKTON, Joe; 817 Glenwood, Yukon, Okla.
Okla. 73601
73099
MARSHALL, Yvonne; 1312 Locust Dr., Midwest STROUD, Frankie Gourd; 109W. Main, Weather
City. Okla. 73110
ford, Okla. 73096
MARTIN. T. Robert; 4848 S. 67th E. Ave., Tulsa, TEGHTMEYER, Joyce; Box 117, Enid, Okla.
Okla. 74145
73701
McCARTY, Terry; 1304 E. Proctor, Weatherford, THACKER, Delphine;601 N. Broadway, Weather
Okla. 73096
ford. Okla. 73096
McCLAIN, Ethel (paid for two years); Rt. 1, THOMAS, Edgar; 605 N. Broadway, Weatherford,
Lookeba, Okla. 73053
Okla. 73096
McLEMORE, J. D.; 5378 Columbia, Lawton, Okla. THOMAS, Millie; 724 N. Illinois; Weatherford,
73501
Okla. 73096
McPHETRIDGE, Richard; 214 W Tom Stafford, UMBACH, Stella; 1308 Lark, Weatherford, Okla.
Weatherford, Okla. 73096
73096
METCALF, Joe Bailey; Box 746, Hollis, Okla. VON WICKLEN, Dr. Frederick; 607 Oklahoma,
73550
Weatherford, Okla. 73096
MIZE, Eli and Hazel; 703 S. Rankin, Edmond, VON WICKLEN, William E.; 1541 Ave. Q 6 E.,
Okla. 73034
Palmdale, Calif. 93550
MOORE, Kathryn; Box 265, Vici, Okla. 73859 WALKER, Ronnie D.; 1214 Lark, Weatherford,
MORRIS, Helen Christine Jansing; Box 810,
Okla. 73096
Hugo, Okla. 74743
WARD, Dr. W. W.; 506 N. 5th, Weatherford,
MORRISON, Orval P.; 101 Market, Cordell, Okla.
Okla. 73096
73632
WEBB, Gwen Mote; 406 Cottonwood, Ardmore,
MORTON, Edna Mattlage (paid for two years);
Okla. 73401
2730 N.W. 13th. Oklahoma City, Okla. 73107 WEBB, Mrs. Neita E.; 503 N. 8th, Weatherford,
NILES, Dean; 1104Mary Lee Lane, Edmond, Okla.
Okla. 73096
73034
WESTMORELAND, Betty; 1410 Mockingbird,
NILES, Earl C.; 2209Lone Tree Rd., Victoria, Tex.
Weatherford, Okla. 73096
77901
STMORELAND, Melvin; 1410 Mockingbird,
PALMER, Lucian; 924 Cedar Springs, Arlington, WE
Weatherford, Okla. 73096
Tex.76010
PARKER, Lila; Rt. 2, Box 278, Chelsea, Okla. WITHCOTT, Edna Mercer; 1836 19th St., Wood
ward, Okla. 73801
74016
PATTERSON, Mrs. Addie M.; Rt. 2, Box 25, Sul WORD, John; 2809 Tudor Rd., Oklahoma City.
livan, III. 61951
Okla. 73127
PATTON, Dr. Lucille; Box 966, Edmond, Okla. WRIGHT. Mrs. Carol; 326 W. Broadway, Ana73034
darko, Okla. 73005
PITZER, Eileen Kesterson; 1013 Circle Dr.,
WRICHr, Glenn R.; 1201 Grandview, Weather
Clinton, Okla. 73601
ford, Okla. 73096
RAWDON, Susie M.; Box505, Weatherford, Okla.
73096
WRIGHT. Harold; 326 W Broadway, Anadarko,
Okla. 73005
RICE, Lloyd M. (Jack); 4824 S.W Oleson Rd.. No.
C. Portland, Ore. 92225
ZACHARIAS, H. J ; 7377 Sandalwood Dr., India
RICHARDSON. Robert E. Lee; 809 Oakbrook,
napolis, Ind.46217
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'Reminiscenses of Southwestern'
By A U S T I N

ELGIN WILBER
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Among the cordial families of Weatherford when the Normal
School was opened none ranked higher intheestimation of the faculty
than the George S. Baird family. Their friendship was one which en
dured to theendandwonfor Mrs. Baird the deserved title of “Faculty
Mother.”
Homesick and discouraged teachers always found in her a real
friendship, and a mother’s sympathy was freely bestowed on them.
She was a woman among a thousand whom to knowwas to love.
Although Mr. Baird was a hard-working businessman, their daughter
a teacher inthe public schools andMrs. Baird busy with home duties
of a family of five or six, yet they always foundtime for others out
side the household. Their hospitality extended to all in the com
munity.
Since they had come fromMissouri recentlytomake their home in
Weatherford they appreciated the meaning of stranger ina newcom
munity and manifested a cordial hospitality to all newcomers. Their
interest in civic, social and religious activities placed themamong
the community leaders whosecounsel was sought incommunity enter
prises. Their interest inthe Normal School knewnobounds and their
services were available whenever the need arose. It is doubtful if
there was another family in the community which had greater in
fluence on the religious life of students than the Bairds. Despite
their popularity in the communitythere wasnothingspectacular about
their activities. Their kindly deeds were performed in a quiet,
sympathetic manner and with as little outward display as was ab
solutely necessary. I shall never forget them.
“.Joe” Sugden and “Ed” Boyer conducted a general store in Wea
therford during the early years of the Normal School. It was popular
with everybody. They were two splendid young men whowere always
accommodating, absolutely honest, straightforward and whotried to
please their customers. “Joe” Goodrich was associated with the
firm and reflected the same qualities which characterized his
employers.
I never have done business withanymerchant whowas more satis
factory than “Sugden and Boyer.” During the first five years of the
Normal School members of the faculty were paid their salaries at
three months intervals. The salaries were meagre andmany found it
inconvenient to await the arrival of their checks. Sugden and Boyer
volunteered to carry the accounts without charge for the entire 12
weeks and in some instances loaned small amounts to faculty mem
bers to tide themover until payday. In my memory and experiences
they stand in the foremost ranks of ideal merchants, and both
families were interested in all movements for social and civic
uplift in Weatherford.
Roy C, Everts, a jewelry merchant, was one of Weatherford’s
popular citizens. He was a reliable friend of the Normal School who
presented a gold medal as a prize in the Public Speaking Contest.
He was alwaysjollyandgood-naturedandhada cheerful remark at all
times for everybody. I was fond of Roy Everts.
Mr. and Mrs. William Wheeler and Mr. and Mrs. Frank Wheeler
were business families whotook a lively interest in social activities
in the community. They were very cordial socially with the faculty
and faculty families and unitedwiththemonmany pleasant occasions.
The wives were active members of the women’sclubs and influential
in shaping the clubs’ policies.
Mr. and Mrs. Leon N.Earr wereamongthe younger set of married

people who were intimately associated with faculty activities. Both
were graduates of Doane College, Neb., andMr. Farr received an ad
vance degree at Yale University. Both were interested in students
and faculty, and their activities in social work inthe community
were commendable.
Mr. andMrs. T. W.(“Bully”)Jones stoodin quite the same relation
to the faculty as the Farrs. Mr. Jones was a graduate of the Uni
versity of North Carolina and an attorney with a good practice. Mrs.
Jones joined the Normal Chorus and exerted splendidinfluence in its
development into an outstanding chorus. They constituted a distinct
social asset both to the NormalSchool andthe community. Nowit can
be told that the Farrs, the Jones’sandthe Wilbers constituted a very
intimate social group, inthe early years of the Normal School, with
frequent evening meetings withthe window-shades drawn down. But
nobody was outstanding at “bridge.”
Mr. and Mrs. Charles C. Penn were prominent in Weatherford
business circles. “Charlie” was a furniture dealer and operated the
city morgue. He was quite generally conceded to be the champion
story-teller of the town. Mrs. Penn operated theprincipal hotel. The
building didn’t amount to much, but she did a splendid job caring for
her patrons. Thediningroomwasoneofthemost popular in Oklahoma.
Mr. and Mrs. C. A. Galloway deserve special mention due to their
intimate relations with the activities in faculty circles. Before her
marriage Mrs. Galloway was a student in the Normal School and
became on intimate terms with students and members of the faculty
alike. She was interested in music and gave of her time and energy
unstintingly to the Normal Chorus and other musical programs. Mr.
Galloway was a prominent banker who won the friendship of the
Normal faculty and those who knewhimpersonally. He always mani
fested an interest in the Normal School and the City of Weatherford
and stood ready to use his personal influence to advance the in
terests of either of them.
Undoubtedly there were others in those days of the long-ago who
were more or less connected with the interests of the Normal School
and deserve mention, but I do not recall themat this time. The one I
must mention was 0. B. Kee, president of the Exchange Bank. Mr.
Kee was one of the first to offer a gold medal for competition among
students in the Normal School. His prize was for excellency in De
clamation and Dramatic Reading. He was an interesting character of
flamboyant showmanship. He used an English which he made himself
and often boasted of his being the “worst bad speller intown.”
But Mr. Kee had many fine qualities when one got next to the man
himself. He proved an indispensable friend of the Normal School.
Weatherford’s most influential organization for civic, social and
cultural good was the Probiren Club, a women’s organization. The
membership included many of the leaders amongthe women of the
town. I think I never have knownamore dynamic and influential club.
The members interested themselves in civic and social affairs and
brought about many city improvements. They were alike interested
in their newNormal School and could be relied upon for cooperation
in any project for the benefit of the student body.
To encourage students in writing a gold medal, knownas the
Probiren Club Medal, was offered as first prize in an annual essay
contest for students of the Normal School. Once each year the
husbands, and as many would-be husbands as were able to inveigle
some member for an invitation, were invited to a special meeting of
the club known as the Husband’s Meeting. Those husbands’ meetings
were gala affairs which compelled the guests to “sit upand take
notice.” Husbands were proud of the Probiren Club whichtheir
wives were assisting in managing. The only adversecriticism I ever
heard of the club’s activities wasthecomplaintabout their stinginess
inthe number of husbands’ meetings.
A popular although unique organization was the Women’s ChafingDish Club. As I was told, the first bylawof the club was that they
should meet twice each month with apenaltyfor unexcused absences.
I was given to understand no absences ever were excused for they
needed money for their meetings. The second bylaw stated there
never should be anything serious undertaken by the club, the sole
[ContinuedonPage 11]
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[Continued from Page 10]
never enthused a great deal abouttheman’ssermons, but take off my
purpose was to have enjoyable gatherings and lots of fun. To my hat to his political astuteness. He had loyal friends.
knowledge this bylaw was never violated while I lived in Wea This reviewwouldnotbecompletewithout somemention being made
therford.
of other important influential members of the community. Mr. and
Howthe club ever succeeded in acquiringmembershipinthe Okla Mrs. Frank C. Patterson were prominent citizens. Mr. Patterson
homa Territorial Federation of Women’s Clubs is still an enigma. It was anever-busydruggistandalwaysattentivetohis customers. Mrs.
was federated nevertheless. The club’s influence was far-reaching Patterson was an active leader in the women’s clubs and a genial
and decided. It must be remembered everybody in Weatherford hostess.
had come from some distant home and it became necessary to form Mrs. O. H. Cafky and Mrs. W. D. Cardwell were active in clubs
new friendships and to adjust to strange surroundings. Worst of all, and other social organizations, while their husbands were prominent
dozens of families were desperately homesick. I know of no other in business interests.
organization which could be more potent toallaythe unsettled mental Dr. E, S. Lain was one of the most prominent physicians and a
state and to establish friendships among members of the community very busy man. He always could be depended upon to answer the
than the Chafing-Dish Club. Much credit is due the organizers for patient’s call whether night or day.
Dr. Gordon was another faithful and dependable physician whose
their far-sightedness under trying circumstances.
An amusing incident is related of early Weatherford. As I re interests were wholly in the interest of his patients. When my small
member the story as told to me, it relates to the days whenthere son was ill at one time Dr. Gordon made four house calls in a single
was a rush in building. It was quite reasonable that the more re night of his own volition.
sponsible families who had gone to Weatherford to formpermanent Dr. George S. Ruddell was a prominent dentist and active in city
homes would be anxious to have the best possible conditions prevail affairs ingeneral.
in the town. Consequently, there soon developed a clamor for re Harry Dray was amanofmanyfriendsand one of the best and most
ligious services in the community. For a while the services were accommodating printers I have ever known. I doubt if he ever had an
held wherever a roomcould be found which would accommodate the enemy.
There were many other residents of Weatherford who should be
group.
Eventually, it became evident they must have a church. It was mentioned, but after so many years I’munable to recall the names.
decided they would build a community church, the labor to be donated Weatherford never lacked responsible andgenerous leaders in those
by members of the congregation. The men worked hard and for long early days.
hours to have the building ready for occupancy soon as possible. Faculty and students were interested alike in frequent visits of the
Finally, a day was set for the dedication and ministers were se Cheyenne and Arapaho Indians to Weatherford. They usually camped
cured to conduct the services. There were many last-minute tasks inan open space beyond the ChoctawRailroad and always visited the
tobe attended and menworkeduntil thesmall hours of the morning to business section of the towninlargenumbersbefore leaving for their
finish the church for the Sunday of dedication.
home in Colony. I never knewoftheir making any disturbance so long
The building was not completed but sufficient for the dedication as they were sober.
when a case of smallpox broke out in the town. There were noempty Occasionally they visited the railroad depot towatchthe passenger
buildings available at the time, sothe mayor commandeered the un train come and go. They would crouch on the depot platformin so
finished church and moved the smallpox case into it. By the time the great numbers as to make it difficult to enter the door to the waiting
smallpox scare had ceased members of the various denominations room. But they were very quiet and remained where they were until
were insisting ministers of their own churches must be employed the train moved onward, then leave the platform. On other occasions
for the community. The result was disunion. Instead of one com they walked down Main St. and visited some of the stores. None but
munity church work soon was begun on five churches representing the men ever visited the Normal School, as I remember. Some of the
as many denominations. And the number was the same when I lived men attended the school assemblies occasionally. Onsomeoccasions
in Weatherford.
they spent hours in dancing to please the crowd of students and
Trading, buying and selling constituted a perpetual process in townspeople. So far as Iknowtheywerealways generous in complying
western Oklahoma during the early years of the century. So many of with the wishes of the crowd and endeavored to please them.
the men were dealers. One of my students--perhaps I should say I must relate an embarrassing incident. The Indians were having
dealer, for he was more dealer than student, but he was in my what was known as the “squaw dance” one evening soon after my
class--made more money from dealing after school hours and on
in Weatherford and I waswatchingthemalong with a crowd of
Saturdays than I received in the way of salary. He was a born arrival
students
Dr. Williams was with meand suggested that he
trader who was able to sight a bargain and make deals for profit and I joinandinothers.
the
dance.
He spoke to the Indian who seemed to be in
where others would pass without notice. He acquired a half-section charge of the performance
we were placed in the circle along
of land by homesteading and trading which he called his home and with the squaws. There mustand
have
been 40 or 50 in the circle danc
would not sell. Then he began buying and trading holdings for profit. ing. After dancing four or five rounds
I was the only
I have known of his dealing for one or two farms onSaturday and citizen dancing and Dr. Williams stood Iondiscovered
the
opposite
side of the
disposing of them the same day. When he secured a tract of land it circle convulsed with laughter due to the joke he had sprung
on me.
was for sale immediately. He would sell it within five minutes after Well, I dropped out of the dance, gave Dr. Williams a dirty look
and
gaining possession if he could make 50 or more dollars in the deal, started for home. I never was abletoeven scores with Dr. William
s.
but he frequently made from 100 to 500 dollars in trading. Oftimes In later years I attended someofthetribe’s more formal and serious
he had the second deal arranged before the contract was drawn for
on their reservation and learned somethingofthe seriousness
the first transaction. He seemed not interested in accruals but dances
of
Indian
dances. The dances were ingrained in their lives.
wished to sell quickly for a small profit, usually taking another tract
inthe deal inadditiontoa small payment. He cared little for personal At this time 1cannot refrainfromrelatingan experience which oc
appearance, in fact rather prided himself in his peculiarities. To curred on one of those visits of the Indians to Weatherford. Some of
meet him onthe street one might be inclined to think he had neither the students and members of the faculty were somewhat skeptical of
the Indians and avoided them at the outset. Later when better ac
brains nor property, but look out or he’ll hookyou.
I have frequently observed clergymen taking active part in cam quainted with themtheir timidity was dispelled. After living in Wea
paigns against vice and saloons and other unsavory conditions, but therford for a couple of years I was elected a member of the City
never had knownthemto aspire to political leadership until I moved Council. Not long afterwards I had an experience I have never for
to Weatherford. Aprominent leader intheDemocrat Party was pastor gotten.
of one of the local churches. His official letterhead bore both the Whenever Indians came to town some of the saloon-keepers would
title of his political office andthenameof the church of which he was canvass the camp in an effort to trade their liquors for the cash
pastor. His name and address were placed in the upper center of the which the Indians might have. Onthis particular occasion one of the
sheet, “Pastor of Blank Church” at the upper left corner and “City Indians became so drunk that the city marshal locked himin the
Assessor” at upper right. Withthe advent of statehood for Oklahoma calaboose.
he was appointed to some political office and left Weatherford. I
[TobeContinued]
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PADDOCKW. FERGUSON
Paddock W. Ferguson, an im
migration officer at Maida, N.D.,
died at his home there on Aug.
30. Hewas67.
Services were in Langdon,
N.D., and in the First United
Methodist Church of Duke, Okla.
Burial was in Rock Cemetery at
Duke.
Born in Denton, Tex., Fergu
son moved to southwestern Okla
homaat ayoung age with his par
ents. He attended school in Duke
before coming to Southwestern,
where he received his bachelor’s
degree in 1934.
Ferguson joined the Army in
1942 and was stationed in Eng
land. While there, he was mar
ried to Mary Crump of Chelten
ham.
After leavingthe Army, Fergu
son entered Civil Service and in
1948began workwiththe Bureau
ofStandards inWashington, D.C.
After two years in Washington,
he served with the Border Patrol
in south Texas for five years be
foreenteringimmigration investi
gativeworkinNewYorkCity.
From New York he went to
Fortuna, N.D., and Vancouver,
British Columbia, to work with
Immigration Inspection, later
moving to Maida where he had
residedthe past 12years.
He is survived byhis widow, of
the home; a son, Jeremy, Maida;
a daughter, Elizabeth, a senior at
the University of North Dakota,
and a sister, Mrs. Bess Whitlock,
Denton, Tex.
JACK WIMP
Jack Wimp, who served South
eastern Missouri State University
for 31 years, 24 of them as the
school'stop financial officer, died
Sept. 28 at his Cape Girardeau,
Mo., home. Hewas67.
Services were Oct. 1 in Cape
Girardeau and burial was in that
city’s Memorial Park.
Born in Arkansas, Wimp at
tended a Baptist secondary acad
emy in Jonesboro and Jonesboro
Baptist College before becoming
a teacher in the same one-room
school hehadattended near May
nard, Ark.
Wimp earned his bachelor of
arts degree fromSouthwestern in
1931 and his master’s degree
fromGeorge Peabody College for
Teachers in Nashville, Tenn., in
1940.
He also did some work at the
University of Omaha in business
administrationworkshops.
For seven years he was associ
ated with the school system in
Cooter, Mo. He was first a teach
er but later became principal and
superintendent of schools, a posi
tion he held until he accepted a
job as a temporary teacher inthe
Navy’s B-12 mathematics pro
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burial was in Sentinel Cemetery.
Survivors include three bro
thers. Worth Richmond. Colony,
John Richmond. Sayre, and Leo
Richmond. Headrick, and three
sisters. Mrs. Ina Gattis, Okla
homa City. Dolly Richmond, Sen
tinel. and Mrs. Olive Whinery,
gramat Southeastern Missouri in near Putnam, where they resided Sayre.
1944.
for seven years. In 1966 they
That same year, he became moved to a ranch southeast of
MRS. MARY EARNEST
purchasingagent for the school, a Leedey, where Graft raised reg Services
for Mrs. Mary Earn
jobthat was interruptedfor ayear istered Herefords.
est.
form
er
resident of
whilehe servedinthe Army as an Graft was active inthe 4-Hand Fort Cobb, wpioneer
ere
Sept.
21 in the
instructor with the Army Service Future Farmers of America pro First United Methodist C
of
Corps’ West Coast Processing grams, assisting youngsters in Fort Cobb. Burial was hurch
in
F
ort
Center.
learning cattle raising and show CobbCemetery.
Whenhereturnedtothe South procedures.
Mrs. Earnest died Sept. 18 in
eastern campus in 1946, he con At the time of his death, Graft Wichita,
Kan., where she had
tinued his work as purchasing was a director of the Oklahoma been living
in a nursing home
agent and also served as a veter Hereford Association and the since 1973. She
was 77.
ans counselor for several years. BeckhamCounty Hereford Assoc Born in Cleburne,
Tex., Mrs.
In 1951, he was named treasur iation and was a member of the Earnest movedwithher
ilyto
er ofthe school and at the time of Leedey school board and the Fort Cobb when she wasfam
5
years
his retirement in 1975, his office YoungFarmers Organization.
She attended school in Fort
consisted of 15 fulltime employ Hewas aformer board member old.
C
obb
andat Southwestern.
ees and his responsibilities had of the Dewey County FHA and After
she graduated from
expanded to the point he was former president of the Custer Southwestern,
marriedto
handling hundreds of times more City Co-op. In 1970 he was Kellie EarnestsheinwasFort
obb,
funds thanwhen he first accepted awardedthe DeweyCounty Bank where the couple residedCuntil
the position.
ers Soil ConservationAward.
moved to Wichita in 1973.
He was a member of the Mis He was a member of the they
H
e
died
974.
souri State Teachers Association Leedey Methodist Church and Whileinin1Fort
obb, she was a
and the National Education As served on several church boards member of the UCnited
ethodist
sociation. He also was active in as well as assisting the Sunday Church, the Women’s SM
ociety
for
the First Baptist Church of Cape school superintendent.
hristian Service, the Rebekah
Girardeau and was a deacon and Survivors include his widow, a C
andtheImprovement Club.
chairman ofthe church personnel son, Kyle, and a daughter, Paula, Lodge
S
he
survived by two sons,
committee. He was involved in all of the home; his parents, Paul Lelandisand
Harold, both of Wi
workwiththe Baptist Foundation, and Ethel Graft, Putnam; a sister, chita; a daughter,
Leona Earnest,
in addition to teaching a Bible ■Mrs. Archie Hale, Buffalo, and a Oklahoma City; one
brother, Gus
class.
brother, C. B. Graft, Clinton.
K
elly,
A
ransas
Pass,
Tex.; three
Survivors include his widow,
sisters.
M
rs.
N
evada
Henessey.
A
N
N
A
M
A
Y
W
E
S
T
Joanna; an adopted son, Dr. Services for Anna May West, Corpus Christi, Tex., M
rs. Mag
Ralph Wimp. Fulton, Mo.; five who received her bachelor's de gie Roberts, Kansas City,
o.,
brothers, Larryof Carterville, 111., gree fromSouthwestern in 1924, and Mrs. Allie Gilliland, M
Port
Abe of Hornersville, Mo., Lee of were Sept. 12in Hinton. She died Aransas, Tex.; five grandchild
Fort Worth, Tex., Edgar of San
10in Oklahoma City at the ren. andtwogreat-grandchildren.
Diego, Calif., and John of St. Sept.
age
of
79.
Louis, Mo., and three sisters, Burial
S. FLORENCE KARDOKUS
was inHinton Cemetery. MSRervices
Mrs. D. L. Tucker, Warm Anative
for Mrs. Florence Karof
C
ushing,
she
retired
Springs, Mo., Mrs. Gladys Har from teaching in 1957 after 39 dokus, a long-tim
of
mon, Memphis. Tenn., and Mrs. years. She was a math teacher in Eakly, were Dec. 1eatresident
the
E
akly
RoyBearden, Jonesboro.
Methodist Church. Mrs. KardoHinton for 35 years and had kus,
82. died in a Carnegie
R. B. GRAFT
served as Hinton High School hospital
onNov. 26.
Leedey rancher and farmer R. principal for oneyear.
B. Graft died Oct. 1 of injuries In 1955 she was named Caddo Burial was in the Eakly Cem
etery.
sustained in an automobile acci County’sTeacher oftheYear.
dent. Hewas 40.
Bornin Missouri, she movedto
Services were Oct. 4inthe First MRS. ERSLEY MAE WEST Oklahom
a with her parents short
United Methodist Church of Lee Mrs. Ersley Mae West of Sen ly after the
of the terri
deyand burial was in the Mound tinel died Oct. 27 in a Savre hos tory in 1901opening
.
T
he
fam
ily settled
ValleyCemeteryat Thomas.
pital. Shewas 71.
near
E
akly,
and
she
w
as gradu
Born on a farm near Putnam, Born in Denton County, Tex., ated fromHopewell Elem
entary.
Graft attended grade school at she was five when her family She later attended Southw
estern
Putnam and a portion of high moved to Cordell. She attended Normal School.
school at Independence and was North Burns School and South
was married toJoe Kardograduated fromCuster City High western before later being grad kusShe
in
1912 and the couple spent
School in 1954.
uatedfromHills Business College their lifetimes in Eakly. He died
Before receiving his bachelor's inOklahoma City.
in 1944.
degree fromOklahoma State Uni She was married to Robert She is survived by three sons,
versity. Graft attended the Uni West at Altus in 1938. He died in Frankof Villah, Wash., James of
versityof Oklahoma for twoyears 1973. She had been a member of Apache andJohn of Fort Cobb; a
and Southwestern for one year. the First Baptist Church of Senti brother, Leonard Flansburg, Eak
In 1958 he was married to nel sincechildhood.
; a sister, Agnes McCullogh,
DianaJean Dykes in Thomas and Services were Oct. 29 in the ly
O
lean, N.Y.; 14 grandchildren,
the couple established a home Sentinel First Baptist Church and and
16great-grandchildren.
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GANO TUBB

Funeral servicesforGanoTubb,
Hockley County, Tex., judge,
wereheldonNov. 15inthe Levelland, Tex., First Baptist Church.
Burial was in the Levelland
Cemetery.
Avarsity football and baseball
player at Southwestern from1934
to 1938, Tubb died on Nov. 14
after a long illness. He was 63.
BornonDec. 13, 1912, in Plainview, Okla., he had been a resi
dent of Levelland since 1921 and
had a long career as a history
teacher and coach. He retired in
1974 after 35 years as Levelland
High School basketball coach and
was elected a fewmonths later to
thejudge’sposition.
Tubb was a charter member of
the Fifth Street Baptist Church
and was a member of the Rotary
Club and local teacher associa
tions.
Survivors include his wife, the
former Goldie Curtis, whom he
married on Oct. 1, 1938; three
sons. Mack of Hereford, Tex.,
Dick of Levelland and Joe of
Shallowater; his father, G. H.
Tubb, Levelland; three brothers,
Francisof Mullin, Tex., Nathanof
Levelland and Harvey of Well
man, Tex.; one sister, Mrs.
Clarkie Turrentine. Mesa, Ariz.,
andthree grandchildren.
MRS. RUBYDODSON-LAND
Mrs. Ruby Lee Dodson-Land,
an early-day resident of Cordell,
died Jan. 3 in an Oklahoma City
hospital. Services were Jan. 5 in
an Oklahoma City funeral home
and burial was in Rest Haven
Cemetery.
Born in Texas, she was two
years old when her family moved
to Cordell. She was the daughter
of Florence S. Austin, a Cordell
i teacher and businesswoman, and
J. L. Austin, anearly-dayWashita
, County court clerk and former
state senator.
After she was graduated from
J Cordell HighSchool, sheattended
Southwestern, whereshereceived
' her bachelor’s degree, and then
earned a master's degree in edu. cation from the University of
1Oklahoma.
In1922she was married to Ben
i D. Dodson. He died in Oklahoma
Cityin1964.
She operated a private kinder
garten in Cordell for a time and
; taught at Cowden before joining
the Cordell teaching staff as an
elementary teacher at Lincoln
‘ School.
During World War II she and
I her husband entered the restaur
ant business inCordell. They sold
j thebusiness and purchasedacafe
inWaynoka, which they operated
' for a short time before again
selling and taking over operation
; oftheSieber Hotel Coffee Shop in
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OklahomaCity.
They later returned to Cordell,
where they bought the Gosselin
Restaurant.
In 1952 they moved back to
Oklahoma City and established a
cafeteria in the basement of a
large department store in Capitol
Hill. In 1956 they opened the
Dodson's Cafeteria in the Reding
Shopping Center. They opened
another cafeteria in 1960 in the
Hillcrest ShoppingCenter.
She retired from the business
in 1972 and in 1973 was married
toEverett Land.
Besides Land, she is survived
bya son, Joe, who has taken over
management of the cafeterias,
andfour grandsons.
MRS. EDNA BURNETT
Services for Mrs. Edna Jean
Burnett of Clinton were Dec. I in
Weatherford. Burial was in Wea
therford's Greenwood Cemetery.
She died Nov. 28 in an Okla
homaCityhospital after a lengthy
illness. Shewas 64.
Born in Duke, Mrs. Burnett
was graduated from Duke High
School in 1929and attended Cam
eron Junior College before later
attending Southwestern, where
she was graduated in 1936.
After graduation from South
western. she taught at Mountain
View. In 1938she was married to
Harvey Burnett of Granite, and
the couple moved to Brinkman.
During World War 11they lived
in Boston. Mass., and in 1949
they returned to Oklahoma and
residedinKremlin.
In 1957. they moved to Foss
and she was employed at ClintonSherman Air Force Base. They
moved to Altus in 1970 and four
years later she retired fromCivil
Service. The Burnetts had moved
toClinton inJune 1976.
She was a member of the Clin
ton First United Methodist
Church.
Survivors include her husband;
her mother, Mrs. Lloyd Lowry
Sr., Weatherford; a sister, Mrs.
Max Kirkland, Las Vegas, Nev.,
and a brother, Lloyd Lowrv Jr.,
Huntington Beach, Calif.
BENJAMIN A. SMITHSON
Benjamin A. Smithson, a 1967
graduate of Southwestern, was
killed Oct. 19 in the crash of a
light airplane south of Texico,
N.M.
Services were Oct. 22 in the
Trinity United Methodist Church
of Clovis. N.M. Burial was in

Clovis' Lawn Haven Cemetery.
Smithson was31.
Born in McAlester, Smithson
entered the Air Force after being
graduatedfromSouthwesternand
hadserved inthe Air Force for six
and a half years before moving to
Clovis, where he was manager
and instructor for Air Plains
West. He was on a training flight
with a student pilot at the time of
the fatal crash.
Hewas a member of the Trinity
First United Methodist Church
and the Optimist Club. He also
was aBoyScout leader.
Survivors include his widow,
Darla, a son. Brent Anthony, and
a daughter, Melanie Kay, all of
the home; his mother, Mrs.
Bcnita Smithson, McAlester; one
brother. Bill of Ponca City, and a
sister. Beckyof Bowlegs.
E. LOYDWAGNER
Services for E. Loyd Wagner, a
retired farmer and stockman,
wereJan. 10inWoodward. Burial
was in Woodward’s Elmwood
Cemetery.
Wagner died Jan. 6ina Wood
ward nursing home. He was 72.
Born in Fay. he later moved to
Harper Countywhere he attended
the Kibby School. He also at
tended Southwestern before en
rolling in Williams Institute of
Embalming in Kansas City, Mo.
In 1938hewas married to Erma
Woodson at Alva, and the couple
lived on a farm near Kibby until
he retired in 1972.
Survivors include his widow; a
brother. Ivan of Enid, and a sis
ter. Mrs. Lola Clark, Woodward.
MISS NANNIE SMITH
Miss Nannie Smithof Weather
ford died Sept. 27 in Weather
ford's Southwestern Memorial
Hospital. Shewas 94.
Services were Sept. 29 in the
Weatherford Federated Church,
of which she was a member.
Burial was in Greenwood Ceme
teryat Weatherford.
Born in Rockport, Mo.. Miss
Smith resided there until 1907
when she came to Oklahoma with
her father. She attended South
western Normal School and later
taught in the Colony and Wea
therford school systems.
Amember of the Eastern Star
for more than 60 years, she had
resided in the same house in
Weatherford for 57 years before
making her home with her
nephew and his wife, Mr. and
Mrs. Edward Smith, in 1975.

J. E. [JENKSI SIMMONS
J. E. (Jenks) Simmons, the
"Mr. Basketball of Oklahoma,"
died Jan. 16in ParkviewHospital
at El Reno after a three-year ill
ness withcancer. Hewas 73.
Funeral services were held on
Jan. 18 in the El Reno Wesley
Methodist Church, and interment
was inthe El RenoCemetery.
One of the first former South
western athletes inducted in the
university’s Athletic Hall of Fame
in the early 1960’s, Simmons last
visited his alma mater on Home
coming Day in 1976. He watched
the afternoon football game from
the pressbox with several old
friends.
Simmons hadbeenanoutstand
ing athlete at Sentinel High
School even before enrolling at
Southwestern in the 1920’s. He
starred for the Bulldogs in foot
ball. basketball andtrackand also
playedbaseball.
After receiving his bachelor of
science degree in 1928, with a
major in history, he joined the
Providence, R.I., Steamrollers, a
professional football team, for a
year beforegoingtoEl Reno High
School as coach. Except for seven
years spent as basketball coach at
Northwestern State University,
he remained in that position until
1962.
At times Simmons coached all
high school sports, but his basket
ball teams excelled, bringing to
El Reno five state championships--in 1932, 1933. 1946. 1949
and 1953. His 1933 and 1949
teams were undefeated.
To honor the retired coach, El
Reno re-named its Thunderbird
Coliseum for him in February
1975.
Simmons is survived by his
wife, Clyta; one son. Dr. James
C. Simmons, T' Reno; a daugh
ter, Mrs. Kent Morris. Lawton;
one brother, Henry Simmons,
Weatherford; twosisters, Mrs. G.
C. Shields. Sentinel, and Mrs. A.
L. Gilham, Oklahoma City, and
fivegrandchildren.

Page 14

MRS. EDNABURNETT
Mrs. Edna Burnett, former
Foss resident and employee of
Clinton-Sherman Air Force Base,
died Nov. 28inan Oklahoma City
hospital. Shewas 74.
Services were Dec. 1in Clinton
and burial was in Weatherford’s
GreenwoodCemetery.
BorninDuke, sheresidedthere
until she was graduated from
Duke High School in1929. She at
tended Cameron Junior College
before attending Southwestern,
where shereceivedher bachelor's
degree in 1936.
After being graduated from
Southwestern, she taught at
Mountain Viewbefore being mar
ried to Harvey Burnett of Granite
in 1938. Thecouple livedinBrinkman until the beginning of World
War IIandthen moved to Boston,
Mass. They returned to Okla
homa in 1949 to live at Kremlin.
In 1957, they moved to Foss,
and she worked at Clinton-Sher
man until 1970when they moved
to Altus. She retired from Civil
Service in 1974, and the couple
movedtoClinton.
Survivors include her husband;
her mother, Mrs. Lloyd Lowry
Sr., Weatherford; a sister, Mrs.
Max Kirkland, Las Vegas, Nev.,
and a brother, Lloyd Lowry Jr.,
Huntington Beach, Calif.
CLIFF JONES
Services for Cliff Jones, 78,
long-time farmer and former ed
ucator at Alfalfa, were Oct. 2 at
the Alfalfa Methodist Church.
Jones diedSept. 29ina Lawton
hospital. Burial was in Alfalfa
Cemetery.
Jones came to Oklahoma Ter
ritory with his family inacovered
wagon and first settled north of
Mountain Viewin 1901. In 1904,
the family moved to a farmnorth
ofCarnegie.
He was married to Pearl Pickrell at Tiptonin 1924.
A1927graduate of Southwest
ern. Jones taught in Wynona,
Wilson and several other school
systems before moving back to
the homestead north of Carnegie
in 1930.
Survivors include his widow; a
son, Donald of Sagiri.w 7;x.;
four daughters, Lo Leta King.
Carnegie, Karen Monroe, Moun
tain View, Treva Baker, St. Mi
chaels, Ariz., and Gavle Harris,
Ganado, Ariz.; a sister. Ethel
Mae Smith, Okmulgee; 16grand
children; three great-grandchild
ren. and several nieces and
nephews.
MRS. MARIEWORNSTAFF
Mrs. Marie Wornstaff, retired
Hinton school teacher, died on
Feb. 9 in an Oklahoma City
hospital at the age of 80. Services
were held Feb. 10 in the Hinton
First United Methodist Church.
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and burial was in Hinton Cem
etery.
Mrs. Wornstaff was born on
July8, 1896, in Delaware County,
Ohio, and moved to near Enid in
1901. Shelater resided inLookeba
before movingto Hinton 50 years
ago.
She earned both bachelor and
master degrees from Southwest
ern and taught school in Hinton
for 36years beforeretiring. Ahis
torian for the city of Hinton and
the Methodist Church, she was
the author of a book entitled The
HistoryofHinton.
Mrs. Wornstaff had served
since 1950 as secretary-treasurer
of the Hinton Cemetery Co., and
shewasthe Caddo County Teach
er ofthe Year in 1959.
She was married to Harvey
Wornstaff on July 16, 1944. He
diedin 1966.
Surviving are one son, Travis
Cackler, Hinton; astep-son, Wen
dell Wornstaff, Oklahoma City; a
step-daughter, Marieta Eldred,
Plainview, Tex.; four grandchild
ren, and six great grandchildren.
DR.ROSS DEPUTY
Dr. Ross Deputy, whoattended .
Southwestern from 1929 to 1931
andwhohadhelped provide med
ical care for Clinton area patients
for more than 41years, died Feb.
5at the Clinton Regional Hospital
wherehewas chief ofthe medical
staff.
Dr. Deputy had been in inten
sive coronary care since Feb. 2
when he suffered a heart attack.
Hewas 70.
Services were Feb. 7 in the
First Baptist Church of Clinton
and burial was in Clinton Cem
etery.
Born in Okemah, he came to
Custer County at an early age
when his family bought a farm
near Clinton. Heattended Clinton
schools. Southwestern and the
Universityof Oklahoma. After re
ceiving his bachelor’s degree
from OU, he attended the OU
Medical School and was gradu
ated in 1935.
After a year of internship at
Kansas CityGeneral Hospital, he
returned toClinton with his wife,
Helen, whom he had met in
Kansas City where she was a
nurse.
Active in medical and civic or
ganizations, Dr. Deputy recently
completed a termas a member of
the board of trustees of the Uni
versity Hospital in Oklahoma
City. Also, he served in various

capacities withthe Custer County
Medical Society and the Okla
homa Medical Association. He
was a member of the board of
trustees of the state group for
several years.
Locally, he was a member of
the Clinton Board of Education
for 17 years and had served as
board president. He also was a
member of the Clinton Kiwanis
Club, the Clinton First Methodist
Church and was a 32nd-degree
Mason.
Inadditiontohis medical work,
Dr. Deputy was a farmer and
rancher and had installed model
soil conservationstructures on his
farmeast ofClinton. His ranching
included breeding of purebred
Herefords.
In 1968 he received a special
appreciation awardfor support of
the Clinton Future Farmers of
America.
He was elected a Charter Fel
lowof the American Association
of Family Physicians about four
years ago and had been named a
member of the American Associ
ation of General Practitioners.
He had served a number of
years as Custer County medical
examiner.
Survivors in addition to his
widow, include a daughter, Mrs.
Margaret Shride, and two grand
daughters, all of Denver, Colo.
KATHERINEE. KRAUSE
Funeral services for Miss
Katherine E. Krause, 72-year-old
Cordell resident, wereheld Feb. 4
in the Cordell First Baptist
Church. Burial was in Herold
MennoniteCemetery.
Miss Krause, a graduate of
Southwestern, died on Feb. 1in
Cordell Memorial Hospital.
A retired teacher, she taught
during her career at Lake Valley,
Cloud Chief and in western
Kansas.
She was a member of the
Cordell First Baptist Church.
Surviving are two sisters, Mrs.
Ernest Koch. Moundridge, Kan.,
and Miss Margaret Krause, Cor
dell, and a number of nieces and
nephews.
MANSEL G. ARMSTRONG
Services for Mansel G. Arm
strong, a longtime Hydro area
farmer and stockman, were Feb.
15 in the First United Methodist
ChurchofWeatherford.
Armstrong died Feb. 13as the
result of severe burns received in
anaccident near his home on Jan.
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27. Hewas 79.
Burial was inthe HydroMason
icCemetery, with graveside serv
ices bythe HydroMasonic Lodge.
Armstrong was born in Arapaho and graduated from Foss
High School. He attended South
western and later taught near
Cordell andat Parkersburg.
From teaching, Armstrong’s
interest turned to railroading and
after an apprenticeship at Foss,
hetransferredtoHydroonJan. 1,
1918. He advanced through posi
tions of helper, clerk and cashier
and was then drafted bythe Rock
Island superintendent as a relief
agent onthe line. After serving at
several different stations, he was
assignedas agent and operator at
Driftwood.
While an agent at Driftwood,
Armstrong was married to Ethel
Light of Hydro.
After sixyears at Driftwood, he
was transferred to Gracemont
where he worked for three years.
Armstrongleft the railroadafter a
total of 13 years and he and his
wife movedto Fair Acres Farmat
Hydro where they resided for 48
years.
He was a member ofthe Hydro
First United Methodist Church
and was a 32nd-degree Mason.
He had served on the North
Caddo County Soil Conservation
District for 15 years and was a
booster of 4-Hand FFA. He was
named Honorary Junior Master
Farmer in 1941.
Survivors include his widow;
two daughters, Mrs. Evalynne
Alvis, Shawnee, and Mrs. Ra
mona Duff, Sacramento, Calif.; a
sister. Mrs. Lavon Speck, Fuller
ton, Calif.; sixgrandchildren, and
four great-grandchildren.
OWEN COMPTON
Funeral services for Owen
Compton, 79-year-oldaccountant,
wereheldFeb. 18inPauls Valley.
He died on Feb. 16 in a Pauls
Valleyhospital.
Born in Illinois, Compton
movedtoTillmanCounty in 1904.
He was a World War I Army
veteran andservedfor 10years as
Tillman County school superin
tendent beforebecomingadeputy
treasurer with the Internal Rev
enue Service.
He opened an accounting firm
inPauls Valleyin 1947.
Compton taught a Sunday
School class at the Pauls Valley
First Baptist Church, and he was
a member of the American Leg
ion, Masonic LodgeandIOOF.
He held a bachelor’s degree
fromSouthwestern.
Survivors are his wife, Fata;
one son, Clois of Del City; two
daughters, Mrs. Marion (Gyreth)
Reed, Midwest City, and Mrs.
Joe (Gwen) Landrum, Pauls Val
ley; five grandchildren, and six
great-grandchildren.
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they did have a nucleus of three
returningstarters and three other
players who had seen playing
time.
Before the season opened,
Hauser saidhethought that ifthe
Bulldogscouldbearoundthe .500
markat Christmasbreak, chances
would be good for Southwestern
to have a better than average
year.
The Bulldogs went 6-3 before
Christmas, and the first set of
Dunkcl Ratings released in Janu
aryrankedthemfifthinDistrict 9.
Aweek later, after defeating toprankedBethanyNazareneCollege
andwinninggames with Missouri
Southern and Cameron Univer
sity, the Bulldogs were placed in
the number-one spot, a position
they held the remainder of the

BULLDOGS GO TO NATIONALS

season.
The Bulldogs played before
capacity crowds at home as they
went ontorecorda21-4seasonen
routetowinningtheOICtitlewith
a 7-1 mark and to achieving a
first-round bye in the District 9
playoffs.
Inthe playoffs semi-finals, fans
overflowed the Rankin Williams
Health and Physical Education
Building to witness the game be
tweenthe BulldogsandOklahoma
Christian College, which was
ranked third in the nation at the
time.
Demandfortickets andinterest
was so high that arrangements
were made to televise the game
on the local TVcable. The Bull
dogs wound up winning the see

In Memoriam
MRS. MABLENORWOOD
Mrs. Mable Norwood, a 1921
graduate of Southwestern, died
Feb. 13in Southwestern Memor
ial Hospital. She had been in fail
ing health for two months. She
was 77,
Services for Mrs. Norwood
were Feb. 16in the chapel of the
R. L. Lockstone Funeral Home of
Weatherford and burial was in
Weatherford’s Greenwood Cem
etery.
Mrs. Norwood was born on a
farm southwest of Weatherford
and attended acountry school. In
1909she moved into Weatherford
with her parents and attended
Weatherfordschools.
After she was graduated from
Southwestern, she taught at Elk
City, Foss and Oilton. In 1924she
returned toWeatherford and was
marriedtoW.L. Bakerof El Reno
in 1926.
The couple operated a cafe in
Clinton until 1948, when they
moved to Weatherford. Baker
died in 1959and she was married
to J. E. Norwood in Arapaho in
1961.
Both worked for the Lowe
Restaurant and King Restaurant
of Weatherford until they retired
in 1967.
Mrs. Norwood is survived by
her husband and a sister, Mrs.
Minnie Fitzgerald, Oklahoma
City.
CECIL W. HITE
Funeral services for Cecil W.
Hite, 64-year-old graduate of the
Southwestern School of Pharma
cy, wereheldMarch9inthe Clin
ton First Presbyterian Church.
Burial was in the Hobart Ceme

tery.
Hite, aretiredpharmacist, died
on March 6 in Clinton Regional
Hospital.
Aformer owner of Ross Drug
Store in Clinton, he was an elder
of the Clinton First Presbyterian
Church, a 32nd-degree Mason
andamember oftheGuthrieCon
sistory, Clinton Lodge AF&AM,
andthe American Pharmaceutical
Association.
HegrewupinGotebo.
Surviving are his wife, Eliza
beth; one son, WilliamW. Hite,
Clinton; a sister, Mrs. Lou John
son, Carnegie, and two grand
children.
DR. RICHARD V. COY
Aformer member of the South
western Department of Music
faculty, Dr. Richard V. Coy, died
on Feb. 22 at his home in Pasa
dena, Calif. Hewas54.
Funeral services were held
Feb. 26inthe Pasadena Christian
Church. Interment also was in
Pasadena.
Originally from Horton, Kan.,
Dr. Coy came to Southwestern in
1955as director of bands. He be
came band director at Pasadena
City College in 1967 and had di
rected the official Rose Bowl
Paradebandsincethat time.
He returned to the Southwest
ern campus in July 1975 as a
guest conductor of the annual
Band Camp, which he helped to
found20years earlier.
Dr. Coyis survived byhis wife,
Dorothy; two daughters, Marcia
of the home and Mrs. Harold
Meek, Redmond, Calif.; one son,
David of the home, and two
grandchildren.

sawbattle95-91.
Next came the District 9 title
game with Bethany Nazarene.
played at Central State Univer
sity. Once again, it was a noisy,
overflow crowd that saw South
western turn the tables on the
Redskinsforthe second time with
a 91-85 victory that earned the
Bulldogs the right to represent
District 9 in the NAIA National
Tournament in Kansas City, Mo.
Inthefirst roundofthe32-team
single elimination tournament,
Southwesterndisplayeditspower
ful offense ina 99-89 victory over
the Thunderbirds of Southern
Utah.
Then the string ran out.
Despite being favored against
Campbell College of North Caro
lina, which had upset sixthseeded Lincoln Memorial College
of Tennessee in the first round,
Southwestern just couldn’t find
therange, andthe seasoncame to
anendina71-56loss.
Besides the team honor of
going to the National Tourna
ment, several individual players
picked up recognition along the
way to Kansas City. P. J. Sim
mons, senior guard, and Eli Par
nell, junior center, were namedto
the OIC all-star first team, and
Hauser was selected Coach of the
Year in the conference. Charles
Jackson, junior forward, made
the second teamof the all-confer
ence picks and Matt Bush, senior
guard, received honorable men
tion.
Then came the district honors.
Hauser was again named Coach
of the Year and Simmons the
District 9Player ofthe Year. Par
nell made the district's second
teamandJackson received honor
able mention.
When the 1976-77 academic
year began last August, optimism
among the Southwestern football
coaches was runninghigh.
However, from the opening
game it appeared the Bulldogs
would be in for a long season.
After fightingtoa 15-15tie late in
the opener against Cameron, the
Bulldogs lost on a 61-yard field
goal as time ran out. The Bull
dogs alsolost the services of 1975
all-OlC running back Willie Lee.
It was an uphill battle the re
mainder ofthe seasonas the Bull
dogs struggled to four wins and
seven losses. One of the few
bright spots was the naming of
defensive end Scott Hallman,
linebacker Louis Mendoza and
running back Roy Ellison to both
the all-conference and all-District
9first teams.
Hallman is a senior and won’t
bebackforthe 1977season. How
ever, Mendoza, asophomore, and
Ellison, a junior, will be and are
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expected to play important roles
in improving the fortunes of
Southwesternfootball under Head
Coach and Athletic Director Otis
T. Delaporte.
Withoptimismtypical of coach
es, thefootball staffat Southwest
ern has taken a look at returnees
and transfers during spring prac
ticeandspeaks ofbetter things in
1977.
Infact, a 10-game schedule for
the fall has already been com
pleted.
As always, one of the high
lights will be Homecoming with
its parade, alumni events and, of
course, its gridiron clash. Home
coming 1977 will be on Oct. 15
and will feature the contest be
tween the Bulldogs and Eastern
New Mexico State University’s
Greyhounds.
Therest ofthe seasonlooks like
this:
Sept. 10--Sam Houston, at
Huntsville, Tex.
Sept. 17--Central, at Edmond
Sept. 24--Panhandle, at Wea
therford
Oct. l--Tarleton, at Stephenville, Tex.
Oct. 8--Northeastern, at Wea
therford
Oct. 22--East Central, at Ada
Oct. 29--Texas Lutheran, at
Weatherford
Nov. 5--Northwestern, at Alva
Nov. 12--Southeastern (Dad’s
Day), at Weatherford
With the exception of Home
coming and Dad’s Day, for which
kickoff is set for 2p.m., all home
games will begin at 7:30 p.m.
Apache Faculty Elects
Mrs. Alyse Boydstun

Mrs. Alyse Boydstun has been
selected by a faculty vote as
Teacher ofthe Year inthe Apache
publicschools. Theveteranteach
er earned her bachelor of science
degreefromSouthwestern.
She will represent Apache in
the contest to choose the 1977
Caddo County Teacher of the
Year.
Mrs. Boydstun began her
teaching career in Comanche
County, where she taught for 14
years before movingtoApache 29
years ago.
Mrs. Roper Nominee
Mrs. Donna K. Roper is Leedey’s nominee for Dewey County
Teacher of the Year. A 1972
magna cum laude graduate of
Southwestern, she is in her fifth
year as fifth-grade teacher in
Leedey.
Mrs. Roper receivedher master
of education degree from SWSU
in 1974. She and her husband,
Loren, haveone son.
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Alumni
SWSU graduate Pamela Sue
Jech received the master of relig
ious education degree last July
fromSouthwestern Baptist Theo
logical Seminary, Fort Worth.
Tex. Miss Jech is formerly from
Crescent.
* * *
Selected as Teacher of the
Week in January at Selma, Ala.,
was Mrs. Ann Hansell, holder of
a bachelor of science degree in
elementaryeducationfromSouth
western.
Formerly fromMountain View,
Mrs. Hansell has taught sixth
grade at Selma’s Byrd Elemen
tarySchool the past 14years.
* * *
Kathy Smith has accepted ap
pointment to the Clinton High
School faculty for the 1976-77
term.
She teaches speech and dra
matics and also two sophomore
English classes. She taught at
Granite High School during the
last school term.

THEMANforwhomthe HarryC. MabryForensics Awardisnamedhostedareuniondinnerforrecipients
of the award at the 1976 Homecoming celebration. Posing for the photographer as the dinner ended are
[fromleft]: Seated--Kenneth DeFehr [1969award winner], Phillips 66 PetroleumCo. engineer working in
Norway; Mabry, LosAngeles attorney, andDr. SarahLevescyWebb [1960], StateDepartment of Education,
Oklahoma City. Standing-Chip Eeds [1975 and 1976], student in the University of Oklahoma LawSchool;
Bill Brogden [1961], Oklahoma Cityattorney; Bob Richardson [1956], OULawSchool professor, and Dean
Linder [1957], associatedistrictjudge inAlva. Richardson was the first Southwestern student toreceive the
MabryForensics Award.

'Long Overdue’ Recognition Given to Millie
Seldomhas there been an out
pouring of love, admiration and
deep respect for an individual as
there was the eveningof Nov. 12,
1976, in the Southwestern State
University Memorial Student
Center Ballroom.
The occasion: An Appreciation
Dinner.
The honoree and star attrac
tion: Millie Alexander Thomas,
Southwestern registrar emeritus.
Athrong of friends, relatives
and acquaintances gathered to
pay tribute to the woman who
through 38 years in the Regis
trar’s Office befriended countless
numbers of students seeking
assistance.
And her good deeds didn’t end
with her unwelcomed retirement
in 1966. Mrs. Thomas has since
continued to serve her school,
churchandcommunity.
"This long overdue recogni
tion.” H. H. Risinger of Weather
ford said in explaining the pur
pose of the dinner, "was for Mil
lie's outstanding contributions to
the university during her tenure
as registrar, for her continuing
servicetoformer studentsthrough
their association and for her local
and state leadership in the Okla
homa Retired Teachers Associa

tionandsenior citizen activities."
Risinger, himself a retired
SWSUpolitical science professor,
was president of the 1930 South
western graduating class-which
included Mrs. Thomas.
"Our Father, as you know, this
is MillieAlexander Thomas’great
hour," prayed Mrs. O. C. Wickstrom, wife of the Weatherford
Federated Church minister, in
givingthe invocation.

casional cracked rib? Yes. Mo
ments of loneliness? Yes. Wornout car batteries? Telephone
cramps? Crowded schedule?
Frustration? Yes.
"But Millie makes themall the
badges of advanced experience.
And she’s learning to control
them and is not being controlled
bythem.
"Please, Lord, when you get
around toit. if you see tit, unless
"She looks pretty happy over you’ve thrown away the pattern,
there all dressed up and in her makeus another Millie!”
place of honor. Just like it should Master of ceremonies was the
be.
successor as registrar,
"And, Lord, we gratefully be honoree’s
Marion Diel of Clinton, a member
holdthis host offriends!
the State Board of Regents of
"Thank you. Lord, for making ofklahom
a Colleges. Weatherford
Milliethe Millie she is. We know O
M
ayor
E
verett Gartrell, retired
her tobe abundleof curiosity and SWSU business
anager, de
energy, with the passionate de livered the welcomemaddress,
and
sire to have each finger in a dif a group billed as "Millie’s
ferent pie, even inretirement.
recalled their years of
"Yes, she bears a few battle Friends"
know
ing
M
Thomas-Risinger,
scars from her years of service, Dr. Ruby Grs.
artrell,
but we understand she’s de Miss Fern Lowman.Bill Ware and
livered a few in her time, too. Dr. Gartrell, wife of the mayor,
That's fair enough.
is a professor in the Division of
"We’re glad her years have Teacher Education and Psychol
made her wiser, not older, Lord. ogy; Ware heads the State Teach
Millie will never get old. Only er Retirement System, and Miss
thosew'noallow‘old’get old.
Lowman a retired Division of
"Aches and pains? Yes. Anoc Business instructor.

Millie has held the offices of
secretary or treasurer in the
Southwestern Alumni Association
for more than 35 years. She was
re-elected treasurer at the organ
ization’s Homecoming Luncheon
last fall.
Soon after leaving the regis
trar’s position, she was named
vice-president of the Oklahoma
Retired Teachers Association
Southwest District. Shortlythere
after she became president, and
she is now secretary-treasurer.
She has been instrumental in
organizing numerous county
ORTAunits, and in 1972 she was
appointed to a five-year term as
assistant state director of the
National Retired Teachers As
sociation.
The energetic 75-year-old
helped to organize the Weather
ford Senior Citizens Club in 1971,
and she has been president ever
since. Active in the Federated
Church, she is vice-president of
her Sunday School class and a
past member of the Church
Board.
Shealsoispast president ofthe
Weatherford Mothers Study Club
and a member of the National
Retired Federal Employees As
sociation.
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Vo-Tech School
Faculty Loaded
With SW Grads

BAILEY

BOTTOM

BRAZIL

CARMEN

COMPTON

GUNTER

KIRK

MEFFORD

PARKER

MALOY

MORLAN

STOWERS

If a vote were to be taken
among the faculty at Western
Oklahoma Area Vocational-Tech
nical School, Southwestern grad
uates—
voting as a bloc—
could
gain a majority on any subject.
The Vo-Tech School at Burns
Flat is a prime example ofthe im
pact Southwestern has on the ed
ucation of youth today. Fourteen
administrators and faculty mem
bers aregraduates ofSWSU.
Heading the institution is Jerry
Kirk, superintendent, who re
ceived his bachelor of science
degree in 1947. Principal is Jim
Morlan, BSin 1959and master of
education in1971.
Instructors and the positions
theyholdinclude:
Leon Bailey (BS, ’70), mobile
career development unit; Geneva
Bottom(BS, ’72), media and pub
lic relations; Lorena Brazil (BS,
’59; MT, ’68), counselor/adult
education; Donna Carmen (BS,
’72), manpower stenography
(Comprehensive Employment
Training Act); Lynda Compton
(BS, '70; ME, ’73), coordinatorCareer Prep School; Jaquetta
Gunter (BS, ’71), mathematics/
typing-Career PrepSchool.
AndAnnMalov(BS, ’71), busi
ness and office practice coordi
nator/ instructor; Randy Mefford
(BS, ’76), mathematics/scienceCareer Prep School; Johnny Park
er (BS, ’68), custodial tradesCareer Prep School; Cindy Stow
ers (BS, ’75), English-Career
Prep School; Carl Thionnet (BS,
’64; ME, ’69), mobile career de
velopment unit; John Weaver
(BS. ’76),history/English-Career
PrepSchool.
Mrs. Habbershaw Teaches
In New York School System

Mrs. Glenace Masonhall Hab
bershaw, formerly of Canton, is
employed by the Board of Coop
erative Educational Services No.
2 of Monroe County, N.Y., as a
teacher for neurologically impaired/emotionally disturbed
children.
She, husband John and their
son
THIONNET
WEAVER N.Y.live at 28 Oak Dr., Hamlin,
Harrison in Woodward
Mrs. Habbershawholds a mas
J. D. Harrison has assumed ter of education degree from
new duties in Woodward as a Southwestern.
pharmacist in Gibson's Discount Jacki Is Special Agent
Store.
Harrison's most previous posi Jacki Sue Seirer (BS, ’76) has
tion was as pharmacist at the been appointedacriminal investi
Woodward Memorial Hospital. gator special agent with the U.S.
He graduated fromthe School of Department of Agriculture Office
Pharmacy at Southwestern in of Investigation. She resides at
1209Southwood, Waco, Tex.
1973.

LT. RICHARD AGOSTA [left], 1975 Southwestern graduate, re
ceives an Army Commendation Medal from the commander of his
battalion, Lt.-Col. Bryan D. Webb Jr. Lt. Agosta received his secondlieutenant's commission through the SWSU Army Reserve Officers’
TrainingCorps. Hecurrentlyisassigned toFort Riley, Kan.

One of First ROTC Cadets
Makes a Career of Army
At Southwestern State Univer
sity Richard H. Agosta was a stu
dent majoring inbusiness admin
istration. Today, ayear and a half
after receiving his degree, the
business he administers is big.
Agosta works for the U.S. gov
ernment. His titleisArmysecondlieutenant and hisjob is company
executiveofficer.
At Fort Riley, Kan., an Army
post 150 miles west of Kansas
City, Lt. Agosta is assigned to a
medical unit. He enjoys being in
medics, but his real goal is flying.
"My father was in the Air
Force and received orders to
Clark Air Force Base in the Phil
ippines when Iwas beginning col
lege," Agosta said.
He wanted toget acommission
through the Reserve Officers’
Training Corps (ROTC). After re
viewing the ROTC programs of
the services, he chose Army be
cause, in his words, "There is
more adventure training and em
phasis on leadership in the
Army’s program."
He enrolled in the ROTC at
Southwestern, which was then in
its first year, and he nowboasts,
"1 was among the first four-year
graduates of the ROTC program
there.”
Agosta became a charter mem
ber of the Pershing Rifles--a drill

tram-and remembers their re
cord as having won a roving
trophytwoyears inarow. He also
recalls having received an award
fromthe Daughters of the Ameri
can Revolution and having been a
member of Scabbard and Blades,
another ROTCorganization.
Between his junior and senior
years at SWSU, Agosta attended
ROTC Advanced Camp at Fort
Riley, and while there dis
tinguished himself by graduating
secondinhis platoon. Inthe same
summer he attended Airborne
School at Fort Benning, Ga.
Followinggraduation, thenewly
commissioned second-lieutenant
was assigned to the Medical
Services branch of the Army and
reported to Fort Sam Houston.
Tex., for the Medical Service
Corps Officer BasicCourse.
FromTexas he was sent to Fort
Riley, Company C, First Medical
Battalion, where he is a clearing
platoon leader, executive officer.
The ever-present goal of the
lieutenant, flying, is nearing real
ity. The Army has formally noti
fied Agosta of a reservation for
himin the spring flight school at
Fort Rucker, Ala.
His long-range plans in the
Army include hopes to command
a medical air ambulance detach
ment.
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Dear Millie:
I thoroughly enjoy receiving
Echoes from The Hill. It is the
onlywaythat Ihaveofkeeping up
witholdfriends.
I am still teaching at Norte
Vista High School, Alvord Dis
trict, here in Riverside, Calif.
This is my 12th year in the same
school. I really enjoy my work
here and the beautiful climate.
Both sons are also teachers.
Jack, the older, teaches automo
tive inVista, Calif. He is married
and has a beautiful 11-month-old
daughter. Don, the younger,
teaches here in Riverside in the
same district as Ibut inthe other
highschool. He alsocoaches foot
ball and basketball. He is not
married yet. . .
Give my regards to everyone.
Sincerely,
Opal Hughes
9200JoJoWay
Riverside, Calif. 92503
P.S. I am enclosing a check for
$10 for dues--past, present and
future.
Carlsbad R esidents

Dear Millie:
Attached is a check for five
years’ dues for the Alumni As
sociation. We read Echoes from
The Hill withgreat interest!
Welivein Carlsbad, N.M., and
I am assigned as the district
superintendent of one of the
districts of the NewMexico Con
ference (United Methodist
Church). Grace(VanGundy, Class
of '41) and I enjoy the work, al
thoughwe are on the road quite a
bit.
We are making plans to attend
Homecoming in 1977, so perhaps
wewill seeyouthen.
Sincerely,
Robert M.TempletonJr. (’41)
1203S. CountryClub
Carlsbad. N.m'. 88220
W ishes Success

Dear Millie:
Do hope Southwestern had a
successful Homecoming ’76.
Would love to have been there,
but couldnot be.
I do enjoy keeping up with all
happenings through Echoes from
The Hill.
I amteaching fifth grade math
at Baker-Koonce Elementaryhere
in Carthage. For the last three
years I edited a newsletter that
was mailed to all our school
patrons and school staff. We lost
our ESAA funds, so I was reas
signedtothe classroom.
Hopeyouare well.
Sincerely,
Jeretta Stewart Thompson
Rt. 2, Box 197C
Carthage, Tex. 75633
P.S. Mytwogirls are now10and
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R eceives Letters
well, N.M. Still does photography
-weddings and school picturesand coaches Little League, etc.
Gwila and George are still in
Stratford. Maybe we can all be
there next year.
Love,
Reading Delayed
Gwen(Mote) Webb
MyDear Millie:
406Cottonwood
Just read the Echoes fromThe
Ardmore, Okla.
Hill magazine. Ilaidit up as Iwas
redecorating the inside of the Appreciation
house. . .
I was shocked as I read that Dear Millie:
Clyde had passed away in Janu I enjoy the newsletter very
ary. I amso sorry I did not know, much and realize how hard you
ofit before. Ihave always enjoyed must work getting all the infor
your friendship as you were mationtogether.
always so cheerful and knew all I for one appreciate your ef
there was to know about your forts, as I knowothers do also. I
office. I never had the pleasure of always have appreciatedyou.
Sincerely,
knowing Clyde. Nothing about
R. L. Garrison. Superintendent
himwas inour TulsaTribune.
Cordell PublicSchools
There has been many a year
Cordell, Okla. 73632
since we have been together, and
much has happened along our
travels, I feel quite sure. The
Echoes fromThe Hill saidyou re Sym pathy
tired, sothat makes twoof us who Dear Millie:
are older. I imagine many have You have our deepest sympa
retired fromthe city schools and thy. love and prayers inthe death
university there since I came of your beloved husband Clyde.
You have been so gracious
here.
Nothingseems the same. Tulsa through the years tobefriend and
has really grown much larger help all of us. I wish there was
somethingmore definite we could
sinceIcamehere.
Since I do not know your ad doforyouduringthese days.
dress, I am sending this line in I was pleased that D. J.
care of the Southwestern Uni Witherspoon was selected as the
versity, and then I know in time first “Distinguished Alumnus.”
HeandIwereclassmates.
you’ll receive it--I hope.
It is comforting to know your
Istill loveyou, Millie.
dear husband has had his birth
Love,
day in Heaven and his coronation
Inez Smith
1224S. Gary Ave. beforethe Kingof Kings.
Tulsa, Okla. 74104 May God’s peace, wisdomand
comfort heal your heartache and
griefeach hour ofthe day.
M issed Luncheon
Lovetoyou,
Dearest Millie:
Ilene andCort Flint
I’vealways hoped I’dbe able to
Flint Foundation, Inc.
attend the luncheon each year,
P.O. Box708
thus have waited to send my dues
M
eadowsof Dan, Va. 24120
until after the Homecoming. This
time I’mgoing to send my check
ahead. I'm sure I can't make it Academ ic Dean
this year.
Dear Millie:
Miss seeing the lovely friends Please accept my enclosed
I'veknownsolong. Tell themthat check for alumni dues. I always
I send love. Maybe all will work enjov reading Echoes from The
out so that we may be there next Hill.'
year.
Since leaving Southwestern in
Mycheckfor dues isenclosed. I 1940, I have served as superin
can’t miss my Echoes. Look for tendent of two schools here in
ward to the doings of old friends Texas and have been academic
and feel a pang of sorrow for dean of South Plains College in
thosewewill see nomore.
Levelland for the past 18 years.
Duane (Mote) has gone intothe I married Freda England, a
classroom (mathematics) in Ros Southwestern graduate. We have
11. Kendia, 11, is a sixth grader
andSonya, 10, afifthgrader. Cliff
works for Daniel Construction
Co., which has power plant
contractswithTexas utilities.

three married children and are
grandparents three times. Iwould
like to tell you about the grand
children, but I know you would
not have time toread such a long
discourse.
My twoolder brothers are also
Southwestern graduates. Gano is
currently serving as countyjudge
here inLevelland, after havingre
tired from36years of coaching in
thelocal school system. Francis is
high school principal at Mullin,
Tex.
Millie, I will always be appreci
ative of your help and guidance
back inthe depression days when
we were all struggling to attend
college. I don’t remember a
singlestudent having a car, and a
boy with more than two pairs of
trousers was ostracized. In those
"good old days" you were never
too busy to hear our problems,
and you always encouraged us to
stayincollege.
If the regents haven’t already
named a building on campus in
your honor, I hope they will, as I
knowof noone more deservingof
this recognition.
Sincerely,
NathanTubb
2028RiceAve.
Levelland, Tex. 79336
P.S. Itotally agree with the selec
tion of D. J. Witherspoon as one
of the first two selected for “Dis
tinguished Alumni of SWOSU."
(Editor’s Note: Since the re
ceipt of this letter by Echoes in
late October, Nathan's brother,
Gano, has died. See “In Memoriam” inthis issue.)
Hall of Famer

Dear Millie:
Eventhough I amnot an alum
nus of Southwestern State, I have
a very strong feeling for it-and
enjoy reading about former
friends andclassmates in Echoes.
I left Southwestern after my
second year to play basketball for
Parks Clothiers and Phillips Oil
ers. I received a BS degree from
Oklahoma University in the sum
mer of 1940.
It was a great thrill to come
backtothe campus tobe inducted
into the Sports Hall of Fame for
basketball and later as a guest
speaker at your annual sports
banquet. I hope to be able to at
tend Homecoming activities
sometimeinthe near future.
In case I am eligible for mem
bership, I amattaching my check
inthe amount of $10. Please con
tinue to send Echoes, and let me
know when dues are due again.
Sincerelyyours.
Gradv Lewis
1220Carriage Lane
LaGrange, 111.60525
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Counselors

Hi, Millie:
Just a note to let you know
where we are and to send our
dues for the Alumni Association.
Wearestill inColoradoSprings
and like it very much. Quay is a
counselor in Watson Junior High,
andI amacounselor inWidefield
HighSchool.
We have a daughter at South
westerninher secondyear of premed, and we have a son in the
ninthgrade.
Hope to see you at Home
coming.
Sincerely,
MaryandQuayCoffey
105WidefieldBlvd.
ColoradoSprings, Colo. 80911
Dues Paid

Dear Millie:
Enclosed find check for $2 for
one-year subscription for Echoes
fromThe Hill to Kelly Chadwick,
my son. He graduated from
Southwestern State University in
January 1954.
He taught his first three years
at Brinkman, Okla., then moved
towest Texas, wherehetaught 13
years, the last 10 at Floydada as
girlsbasketball coach.
Hedroppedout of the coaching
fieldto become a successful drag
racerfor nineyears.
He has now returned to the
coaching profession as girls bas
ketball coach at Corpus Christi,
Tex.
Iretiredin 1968.
Yourstruly,
EulaB. Chadwick
Mangum, Okla.
Great Happenings

Dear Millie:
First let metell youhowmuch I
enjoy receiving Echoes. Reading
about all the great things happen
ing to all those wonderful people
fromThe Hill. And, Millie, you
arethe most preciousjewel ofall.
Since comingto south Texas in
1955, four ofour five sons are in
volved with us in the beauty
supply business along the Gulf
Coast ofTexas.
Second, findenclosedmy$2for
dues.
Best regards,
Earl(Freshman) Niles
2209LoneTree Rd.
Victoria, Tex. 77901
New Location

Dear Millie:
We moved from Monte Vista,
Colo., to Rangely, Colo., in June
ofthis year.
Wayne is the assistant super
intendent this year of the Rio
BlancoSchool District and will be
thesuperintendent next year.
I am the head teacher for an
elementary school (K-8) in Dino

. . . and
More Letters
saur, Colo.
Our son, Keith, who graduated
cumlaude from Southwestern in
May, is now attending Colorado
State University in Fort Collins.
He is working on his master’s in
microbiology.
We all enjoy the Southwestern
news. Keepit coming.
Wayne andJuanita Kelley
Box932
Rangely, Colo. 81648

The pride of our family is an 11month-old great-granddaughter
(asofOct. 16, 1976).
Iread with much interest about
men with whomI played summer
basketball or golfed on the old
coursewithits sandgreens. And I
alsorememberfondlyexperiences
in such classes as government
with “Aunt Dora.”
Best wishes to you, Millie, and
to Southwestern for its continued
growth.
Sincerely,
37 Years Enough
Vonden B. Marshall
Dear Millie:
227W.Arriba Dr.
Enclosed is a check for $2. I
Hobbs, N.M. 88240
really enjoy the issues of Echoes
Recalls ‘R escu e’
fromThe Hill.
I retired as ofthis year after 37 Dear Mrs. Thomas:
years teaching, 21here asMeeker Enclosed is a check for alumni
Grade School principal. Wife dues. Long past due, and I know
AmyBouher Nunnery (’36) is still this will not cover. . .I received
teachingfourthgrade here.
my Echoes fromThe Hill yester
Thanks somuch.
day, and Imust writetoday.
Sincerely,
Ican never forget howyou res
T. J. (Doc) Nunnery(’38) cued the Joiners, years ago. I
Box248
guess Iwill always think ofyou as
Meeker, Okla. 74855
Southwestern--you have always
beenthere to help all whoneeded
help. I hope everyone loves and
Rem embers
appreciates you the same as I do.
Dear Millie:
retired, and myhusband
Mywife and Ienjoyed so much hasIhave
passed,
the memories of
the latest copy of Echoes from your helpwillbut
alw
ays remain.
The Hill. Enclosed is a check for I did so enjoy
y copy of
dues for the Alumni Association. Echoes from The Hm
ill,
look
Although we never attended a forward to receiving itand
in
the
winter session at Southwestern, future.
for we were teaching in rural
Sincerely,
schools, we both received our
AlyceChapmanJoiner
bachelor’s degrees there. I grad
322S. 5thSt.
uated inthe summer of 1936, and
Frederick, Okla. 73542
shewent backduring the wartime
speed-up program of 1943 and
finished her degree. Later I re Every Item Enjoyed
ceived my master’s degree from Dear Echoes:
OUandJackie got her master’s at Here is my check for another
Texas Tech, after we moved to renewal. Needless to say that I
enjoy every item. Echoes is a jov
Texas toteach.
I left teaching in 1960 and to read, so keep up the good
moved to Hobbs, N.M. Jackie work.
continued to teach in elementary I hope to see many of you at
school until she was retired in Homecoming. Have never been
1973, after 421/2 years in the able to attend before because a
classroom. I worked as a voca drug store keeps your nose to the
tional counselor for the New grindstone. I will be able to be
Mexico Employment Security there this time, because my two
Commission until I reached man pharmacist sons are partners with
datory retirement age, and since me--Robert E. is a graduate of
that time Ihave been a real estate Southwestern’s Pharmacy School.
broker inHobbs.
We have one son, who is a re Iwill be looking forward to the
tired lieutenant-colonel in the next issueof Echoes.
Army, and he and his family now
Sincerely,
live in El Paso. They have two
John A. Fowler
sons, both married, and a daugh
506Noel St.
ter whois a senior inhigh school.
Memphis. Tex.

ROGER D. SIEMENS, who
holds a degree in mathematics
and chemistry from Southwest
ern, is assistant vice-president
and manager of systems and pro
gramming for Allied Bank of
Texas in Houston. Siemens has
completed graduate work in com
puter science at the University of
Houston. He and wife Geneva
have twochildren-Craig, 14, and
Penni, 9.
Watson Painting Picked
For Magazine Feature

A painting by Kenneth Wat
son, former Southwestern State
faculty member, is featured in
Western Painting Today, a book
which is the first fully-illustrated
survey of America's leading con
temporary painters of the West.
The book by Royal B. Hassrick
was published in November 1975.
Watson's original watercolor,
“The Livery,” is reproduced in
blackandwhite inthe book.
A 1951 graduate of Clinton
High School, Watson is currently
director of the newly founded
Oklahoma Institute of Art in
Guthrie. He is chairman of the
Oklahoma Western Artist Associ
ation and his paintings are in the
Los Manos Gallery of Santa Fe,
N. M.
Watson and his wife, Paully,
live near Wheatland where he
maintains astudio.
Richardson in Colorado

Jim Richardson (BA, ’68) has
accepted ajob as assistant to the
city manager in Aurora, Colo., a
Denver suburb, after resigning as
Lawton’s assistant public works
director inAugust.
He had been employed by the
City of Lawton since July 1974,
going there fromRichmond, Va.,
where he was assistant tothe city
manager. Richardson is a native
of Weatherford.
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Stewart Alums Invited!
TotheAlumnaeofStewart Hall:
We, the present residents of Stewart Hall, would
like to invite all past residents to visit us on Home
coming 1977. There will be a reception held in
Stewart's lobbyafter theparade, soeveryonecanget
togetherandreminisce.
IfyouwouldliketospendFridaynight withus [the
night before Homecoming], we will arrange for you
to stay inStewart. We would very much enjoy hear
ingstories ofpast years inStewart, andyoucanhear
about someofthe newinnovations.
Maybe someone can tell us the origin of the
“Hatchet WomanStory?"
We're looking forward to seeing everyone here.
The Girls of Stewart Hall
LEE RATCLIFFE

RICHARD RATCLIFFE

Ratcliffes Add Fourth Store
Stories about the successes of
Southwestern graduates usually
take one far from Weatherford.
But Lee Ratcliffe and the foun
dations of his success story re
main just across the street from
the entrance to the Southwestern
Woodward Jeweler
On Association Board

John Daniel, owner of Northup
Jewelry Co. in Woodward, has
been elected to the board of di
rectors of the Oklahoma Retail
Jewelers Association.
Daniel studied horology at
Southwestern Institute of Tech
nology in 1945-46. He passed the
state boardofexaminers inwatch
making and became a licensed
Oklahoma watchmaker in 1949.
Healsopassedthe examination in
watchmaking given by the Horological Institute of America and
became a certified watchmaker
the sameyear.
Daniel studied gemology by
correspondence with Gemological
Instituteof America.
if. Dudgeon Assigned
To Base in Alabama

Edie Dudgeon is assigned to
the Army's Woman Officer Ori
entation Course, Fort McClellan,
Ala., after being commissioned a
first-lieutenant in Oklahoma City
ceremonies.
Lt. Dudgeon is a 1962graduate
of Cordell High School and re
ceived a bachelor of arts degree
from Southwestern. She also
holds a master of arts degree in
English from Oklahoma State
University.

campus.
Lee and his sister, Leona,
began the Ratcliffe success story
on June1 . 1926, when they pur
chased a 16bv 18-foot brick build
ing and sandwich shop business
fromtheir parents. The building
was located just east of the
present Ratcliffe Book and Office
Supplystore at the intersection of
Custer andCollege Streets.
That $600 investment by Rat
cliffe and his sister became a
four-store operation when Ratcliffe's. Inc., purchased Riekner's
Book Store in Norman and Lee's
28-vear-old son, Randall, took
over management of the Norman
storeonOct. 1. 1976.
A graduate of Horace Mann
High School at East Central State
Teachers College in Ada, Lee
originally planned toenroll in the
UniversityofOklahoma. Avisit to
the campus, however, convinced
him OU was too large for his
tastes, and he moved on to Wea
therfordtovisit his parents.
Lee stayed in Weatherford to
attend Southwestern and paid his
way by working as a janitor. In
additionto work and classes, Rat
cliffe also was a member of the
Bulldogs’ wrestling squad. He
seldomwas involved in competi
tion, though, because he was in
the same weight class with Elmer
P. Cecil, astate champion.
Entry into the book business
was not really by design. It began
when Lee and Leona started sell
ing classmates’ used texts on a
commission basis. Within a short
time, they had to add an 18-foot
extension to their little shop to
make room for the fast-growing
booksellingoperation.
In 1934, Lee was married to
Hazel Dovel, a Southwestern stu

dent. She is nowan official of the
corporation and has shared in the
development and expansion of
the business.
Twoyears after their marriage,
the Ratcliffes undertook a major
step in expansion with construc
tion of the first phase of the
present Ratcliffebuildingin Wea
therford.
The Weatherford building was
enlarged and remodeled in 1965
and the College Corner shops
added in 1966.
Mrs. Leona Presley, nowa resi
dent of Long Beach, Calif., sold
her interest in the Weatherford
store to Lee in 1940. Three years
later, he opened a book and
school supply operation in Lawton. Asecond Lawton store was
openedin 1960.
Gale Sadler, whowasemployed
by Ratcliffe’s while he was a
Southwestern student, ismanager
ofthe Lawton stores.
Fifteen years ago another of
Lee's sons, Richard, became ac
tive in the business after he was
graduated fromOU. Richard now
manages the Weatherford store.
Inaddition togrowth as a book
and office supply business. Rat
cliffe’s, Inc., has expanded the
Weatherford store to include a
sporting goods shop. Action
Sports.
Now in its 51st year, the
company is the oldest of its kind
inOklahoma still operated by the
same management under which it
was started, and is one of the
largest book and office supply
businesses inthe state.
Also, Lee’s 51 years across the
street from the Southwestern
campus is a record for longevity
among Weatherford's active bus
inessmen.

RANDALL RATCLIFFE
Dr. Joe E. Humphreys
Assistant Professor
At Mississippi U

Southwestern State University
alumnus Dr. Joe Edgar Hum
phries has joined the University
of Mississippi School of Medicine
faculty as an assistant professor
ofclinical laboratorysciences.
Dr. Humphries is former di
rector of the plasma center and
medical laboratory at Global La
boratories, New' Orleans, La. He
has also served as director of
laboratory, United States Bio
chemistry Medical Laboratory,
Inc., and as head of the micro
biology department at Lafayette
Medical Laboratory in New Or
leans.
The 1960 bachelor of science
degree graduate of SWSU also
holds master of science and
doctor ofphilosophydegrees from
Baylor Dental College. Dallas,
Tex.

